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PREFACE to the READER. 


Az afſertion of the HOLY GHOST in the firſt age 
of the Church, may be juſtly adopted by us in our day, 
viz. Many falſe prophets are gone out into the world; and 


while we fee their errors making ſuch rapid progreſs all 
around us, the truth of GOD, attacked in its moſt im- 


portant branches ! while many different and ſtrange voices 
are heard crying, Lo! here is CHRIST!“ and «© Lo! 
there!” Some telling us, with all the groſſeſt contradic- 
tion to truth and common ſenſe, that the New Jeruſalem 
1s already come down from above ! and others, with all 


the ſubtlety and deluſion of the Old Serpent, that the 


damned ſhall ſhortly come up from beneath! I ſay, while 
we ſee theſe things, and ſolemnly conſider their fearful ten- 
dency, can any one be condemnable for contributing (al- 
though but a mite) to the ſupport of GOD's glorious Cauſe 
and Truth? | | 


Is it an evil, or unprofitable employment to try the ſpirits 


and their doctripes by the infallible word of Truth? and to 
unmaſk them, that ſay they are apoſiles, and are not, but are 
liars, and who would, Fit were poſſible, decei ve the very elect? 
Surely not; we are encouraged and exhagted to do it. 


A 
Wh 


1 johfh-Iv. . 


think, every man that comes forth, and ſtands up in a 


miniſterial capacity, ſhould demand attention of the Church 


of GO, either to be highly eſteemed for his work's ſake, 


and labour of love among the ſaints! or to be ſhunned as a 
ſerpent that would decoy, and a wolf that would deſtroy 
the ſheep of CHRIST. Being deceived, they glory in 

8B deceiv- 
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de⸗”⸗ceitſful 


de-ebrceivi hos they handle the word of GOD craftily and 
y for that purpoſe, 2 Tim. iii. 13. 1 
They may make great pretenſions to candour, meekneſs, 
i eber univerſal charity, and new light, but ſuch un- 
feriptural jargon argues nothing, If any man preach any other 
Goſpel than CHRIST and his apoſtles preached, the HOLY 
GHOST hath faid, Let him be accurſed! If any man add 
unto, alter, or diminiſh from the perfect oracles of GOD, 


be fhall have plagues added unto plagues! May we beware 


of receiving ſuch into our houſes, or of bidding them 
GOD fpeed, leſt we be partakers of their evil here, and part-- 
ners with them in the end, 1 + 
The defign of the following pages is, without the leaſt 
ceremony, to refute the injurious tenets of a Mr, Wincheſ- 
ter, lately from America; and I think, if ever the tran- 
- ſcendant perfections of the Great GOD were inſulted— his 
bleſſed truth denied the terror of his threatenings evaded 
—his dindictive juſtice exploded - his ſovereign mercy and 
precious promiſes extended beyond their eternal bounds !— 
f ever the word of GOP was perverted and wreſted to the 
deſtruction of immortal fouls, Mr. Wincheſter has exerted 
his abilities for that infernal purpoſe, in a manner truly 
aſtonifhing ! and gives us a moſt convincing proof, that the 
heart of man is deceiiful above all things, and deſperately © 
-wicked. . | | | „„ 
Chriſt aan Reader, it is not a matter of mere ſpeculation, 
or indifference, to the which I would here call your ſerious 
attention, but truly of the utmoſt importance, for the very 
duration of your expected hliſs in glory The harmony 
and conſrſteney of revelation, (which is the ground and 
rule of your faith, hope, and charity) yea, the very immu- 
tability and immertality of EH OV AH, are all unayoid- 
ably called in queſtion, according to the very tenor and 
ſtatement of Mr, Wincheſter's tenets ; for the very ſame 
words and phrafes in the ſcriptures, (reſpe&ting lability 
and duration) are expreſsly uſed for the continuance of the 
faints in heaven, the damned in hell, and JEHOV AH him- 
felf in exiſtence. Hence you fead of the eternal GOD, 
eternal KING, eternal SPIRH, eternal Redemption, eternal 
Life, eternal Glory, eternal Fudgment, eternal Damnation, and 
eternal Fire; if the force and emphaſis of one or either of 
theſe can be removed, the reſt muſt neceſſarily be ſub- 
verted. | | A : 
| J have 


I have endeavoured to weigh his reaſonings in the ſanctu- 
ary balances; and I hardly doubt but they will appear 
wanting to every diſcerning mind; and carrying in them the 
moſt pernicious tendency, they ſhould int in the noſtrils 
of every heaven-born foul, ERR 

The ſpirit in which I may appear to have wrote, will 


doubtleſs be the ehief thing ſome will keep in view from 


_ fri! to laſt: candour and meekneſs are things very. much 
tahed about, but I believe in general very little under- 
Roud, Zeal againſt herefies, and faithfulneſs to heretics, 
are generally reckoned the effects of pride, paſſion, and 
big try; for a man to call a profeſſed friend and preacher 
>: the Goſpel a lar, although in fact ever ſuch a notorious 
one, is enough almoſt to frighten ſome people into a fit; 
their meekneſs and candour is ſuch, that they would much 
rather fit beneath the ſound of that preacher's voice, for an 
hour together, and hear him blaſpheme, giving GOD and 
Truth the lye in every ſentence. 3 


To call a man a liar, becauſe we chuſe to do it, of 
merely becauſe he differs from us in ſome ſentiments, is 


neither religion nor reaſon ; but clearly to prove him a har, 
and then give him his title, is doing him no injuſtice at all. 

To modern meekneſs and faſhionable candour, I would 
juſt obſerve, that the reaſon why I have treated my an- 
tagoniſt with ſuch ſeeming ſeverity and diſrepect is, becauſe 
of the very ſingular enmity he has manifeſted againſt the 


GOD of TRUTH, and truth of GOD, I have wrote 
from principle and judgment, and not from paſſion or 


prejudice, I view his. doctrine and ſentiments in 
the moſt Horrible light! and every propagator of them I 
look upon as an emiſſary of Satan; with a ſtedfaſt eye 
upon that..dreadful period, when every word and work 
ſhall appear in judgment !—I have endeavoured to prove 
that he is no apoſtle of CHRIST, but a bold impoſtor, 
a moſt daring, deceitful, and dangerous liar / One or the 
other he mult be, for there is no medium: he is either an 
ambaſſador of CHRIST, or of Belial : he is either for 
the Goſpel, or againſt it. He has wrote a book, called 
© The Univerſal Reſtoration,” which contains and diſ- 
plays the moſt glorious ſyſtem of truth that ever was 
revealed ; or, the moſt diabolical deluſive fables that ever 
ws hatched by the Old Serpent of hell: CHRIST is 
not divided, nor can GOD and Mammon ever be united, 
Luke xvi. 13. Nay, — Mr, Wincheſter ſeems to 
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ie rr C E. 
be ſenſible that he holds a docttine which juſtly expoſes 


him to reproach, ridicule, and contempt, and here a moſt 


myſterious ſample of helliſh ſubtilty and ſtratagem 
preſents itſelf to our notice. 

In page 65, he would fain make us believe, that it was 
GOD that opened the glorious doctrine of the Univerſal 
Reſtoration to his view, and took every objection out of 


his mind, and cleared up every doubt to him in ſuch a 


manner, As to give him full fatisfaction. 
If ſo, GOD has done more for him in this particular, 


than for all the inſpired writers befide : he is by far a 


greater favourite than Moſes, to whom the LORD, in an 
eſpecial manner, made known his ways—than David and 
Solomon, who were entruſted with many fpiritual ſecrets — 
more favoured than the evangelifts, his moſt familiar 


friends in the days of his fleſh; yea, even than John the 
. diſeiple, whom JESUS. afterward viſited in a 


uliar manner. None of them, alas! ever knew. this 
Jorious truth: they all contended earneſtly for the faith 


onee delivered to the ſaints, and not for any deliverance 


of the damned out of hell. 
But leaſt the miniſters of CHRIST, in our day, ſhould 
rove exceptions againſt his doctrine, or cauſe any of his 
doubtful proſelytes to ſtumble, he has fo charitably ordered 
his ſcheme and plan as to ſhut them out of the Church 


of CHRIST entirely, not intentionally perhaps, but 


really and truly, according to the very ſubſtance of the 
following! quotation from page 155. * What might be 

* the tendency, imagine you, of admitting the univerſal 
« doctrine ? 5 would it affect our preaching, for 


s“ inſtance? Would it not mar a modern ſermon, the foul 


cc and eſſence of which i is damnation—eternal damnation— 


cc the 1 ef torments of hell? &c. &c. This ſyſtem 
wr gaining groun 


what would become of pulpit-rhetoric, 
e {o enobled as it has been by fre and flame for evermore ? 
« By this craft, ſaid ſome of old, we have our wealth ; 

(What a moſt glaring lie!) and with as ſtrong a jealouſy 
«© might others then cry out, Nay, ſpoil us not; for 4% 


4 js the ſecret fund; out of which we make up all de- 
bi ficiencies, and fill up every chaſm*, 75 Let none imagine 


that 


* Tf there are any among us who preach hell torments from ſuch 


wretched motives as theſe, we thall ſoon know who they are by * 
an 


v — A wor 7 ir 1 
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that only a certain claſs of preachers are intended here, 
or that the ridicule and contempt of this American fon of 
Candour is merely confined to the miniſters of CHRIST*s 
Church, and not to its members alſo; for like old father 
Triple-cap at Rome, he views all alike, who are without 
the pales of his ſynagogue. Hence he ſays, (page 8, 
preface,) , “ Becauſe a degenerate Church has made a 
«© wrong uſe of this matter, is there not a proper uſe 
Le thereof? Conſidering how ſhe has corrupted moſt of 

ce the other truths of the Goſpel, it is rather a preſumptive 
“ argument, that zh7s is a truth of it, though ſtrangely 
c perverted by her.” And pray where has the wiſdom, 
love, and grace of CHRIST, been theſe 1700 and odd 
years ? that the reformation of this degenerate Church 
thouſd be delayed till the days of Elhanan Wincheſter ?* 
But even granting that he views things in this light, 
viz. that her teachers are Hirelings, and herſelf degenerate 
and corrupt, yet, oh! myſterious hypocriſy, and con- 

ſcious guilt ! he defires (page 66) any of her members that 
may oppoſe his ſyſtem, ** to put on, as the elect of GOD, 
„ holy and beloved bowels pf mercies, kindneſs, meek- 
* nefs, &c.” and to remember that we are all brethren, 
and muſt ſtand before the judgment ſeat of CHRIST, and 
ſo on; and leaſt that ſhould not be ſtrong enough to bind 
the conſcience of his oppoſer, he has endeavoured to ſtig- 
a matize him with ſomething very different indeed from 
„e the elet of GOD, holy and beloved.” Page 102. 
© Though the belief of this truth would certainly bea 
great means of uniting all together, yet do all ſeem 
to oppoſe it with great violence, and eſpecially thoſe, 
© who, under a cloak of religion, are full of "ye and 
„ puilty of every ſpecies of wickedneſs.” But what an 
abſurdity this, to ſuppoſe that a man, guilty of every ſpe- 
cies of wickedneſs, ſhould oppoſe “ the general reſtoration,” 
the only men, I think, that muſt deſire it, glory in it, and 
defend it! None but the guilty, and final guilty ſhall 
ſtand in need of any ſuch reſtoration; and why in the name 


and place; depend upon it they will be your brethren before long, 
for they that preach nt things, are ſure to take moſt money. 
People in general would rather pay to have their ears tickled than 
terrified ; you could not have happened on a more glorious ſyſtem for 
bringing in the caſh, had you Even ſearched the devil's whole ſtock 
for the purpoſe, Mm e OOO TY | 


1 NB I AC E. 
4 * ſhould they oppoſe their own imaginary hap- 
I ſhall likewiſe, no doubt, appear condemnable in the 
eyes of many for want of benevolence, clemency, mercy, 
and univerſal charity, as well as candour and meekneſs, 
&c. _ Univerſal charity, indeed, is the leading ſubject and 
matter of debate: could that be conſiſtently proved from 
ripture, the controverſy would ſoon be ended. Our 
Univerſal Reſtorationiſt profeſſes to have a vaſt ſhare of 
theſe amiable diſpoſitions : they ſeem to be his very ele- 
ment, fyſtem, and ſong : they are ſhed abroad over all the 
| of his ſoul: his heart is as large as hell, broad and 
4 geep / it takes in all lapſed intelligences of every ſpecies and 
abomination ! ſo that, I ſuppoſe, he can have no objection 
to its being called a Hhabitation for devils an hold for every 
= Fest wit ! and à cage for every unclean and hateful bird ! 
Perfectly confiſtent this with his own doctrine ; for if he be- 
ſlieve that the wicked in hell, including devils and all, who 
(to uſe Scripture phraſeology) are called ſerpents, goats, and 
wane, ſhall in a future period become ſheep, (although of 
'Tophet's fold) them alſo, doubtleſs, CHRIST wil! bring, 
ſhould it even coſt him a third errand from glory. And 
indeed, if ſo, they juſtly claim charity from us all; and, for 
ought I know, ſhould ſhare an jntereft in our prayers, for 
they are all the children of GOD, (though not at preſent | 
by faith, in CHRIST JESUS) ; and if children then heirs, * 
heirs of GOD, of ſalvation, and joint heirs with CHRIST 
all things are theirs, (at leaſt in reverſion) and they are 
CHRIST's,. and we ſhall ſhortly haye ro addreſs them 
with the endearing words of the apoſtle Paul, We are 
Sound to give thauks always to GOD for you, brethren, beloved 
of the LORD, becauſe GOD hath from the beginning choſen 


* - 


von to ſaluation through——— 


But ſtop! my pen, for lo! I cannot tell 

The nature of the work of Grace in hell; 
If ſuch a work amongſt the damn'd there be, 
Alas ! *tis all a myftery to me. 


* 


- My thick-ſæull'd- brains, in hell could never trace 
The footſteps of redeeming Love and Grace ! 


WY 


Nor can I fathom how, in that abyſs | 
God's wrath can make the ſpirits meet for bliſs ! 
| Pm not poſſeſs'd of wit enough to ſhow 
| . How trees bere barren—there can bud and grow ! 


| How 


* 
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How filthy ſouls, that liv'd and died impure, ca 
Sheuld find in hell an hoſpital and cure O 
Nor how danination's weight can ever raiſe 

The damn'd to bliſs ! and turn their groans to praiſe, 
Nor how «#quenchable—eternal fire, 1 

Can ev'n be guenchable, and ſhall expire! 

Nor can I tell how long *twill be before 

They'll paſs the bortomle/s /—and find a ſhore, 

Nay, now I recollect, for it will be 

When God can lie! and alter his decree; 

Then mutable, he*11 all turn upfide down ! 

Saints to he late and devils to the crown! 


In ſhort, the difference is neither more nor leſs than ſimpl 
this: In the judgment-day the one part of mankind call 
enter into the joy of their LORD the other, in company 
with devils, ſhall make a ſhort viſit to hell, to have their 


backs laſhed, and their if necks broken into humble obe- 
dience, and their averſion to CHRIST and holineſs purged | 


away by tormenting fire! O ſtrange deluſion ! 


In attempting to vindicate the terrible but important 
truth thus exploded, I have, in preference to any other 


rule, made the word of GOD my teſt and authority; for 
if any man lay down premiles, draw inferences, and make 


concluſions contrary to the oracles of GOD, it is becauſe 


there is no light in him, yet I am well aware that my anta- 
goniſt profeſſes to have an equal attachment to that infal- 
lible ſource of argument. Indeed I have always obſerved, 
ſince J have known any thing of religious matters, that 
men generally avow the ſtricteſt regard for the Bible, while 
they are juſt uſhering in their damnable herefies, and about 
to ſap its very foundation—like Judas they betray it with 
a kiſs—a kiſs of meekneſs or univerſal charity; and it cer- 
tainly is their wiſdom ſo to do, for ſeveral very ſubſtantial 
reaſons: For firſt, They copy more minutely after their 
father the devil, who came to the Son of GOD with an 
As it is written, As it is written.” 2dly, They can with 
greater eaſe inſinuate themſelves into the meekneſs and ge- 
neral charity of apoſtates, mere profeſſors and wicked men, 
who, although they cry for ſmeoth things, like to have 
them as decent and ſcriptural as poſſible. And 3dly, By 
aiſuming the form of angels of light, and having many 
good words to ſay of the precious benevolent JESUS, 
XC, they ſtand a better chance to catch the attention, 
and win the affection of ſome of his followers, if they are 
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bearing but at random; therefore he hath told us, 20 be. 
ware of falſe prophets, who come to us in ſheep's cloathing, but 
inwardly they are (what few ſuſpect them to be) ravening 
swolvess .  - ; . 
And peradventure ſhould I appear (like my antagoniſt) 

to have but darkened counſel with unmeaning arguments, 
may it incite the attention, and rouze the zeal of ſome 
able champion of truth to take the field. Oppoſe this dar- 
ing invader of its glorious rights; ſet forth the doctrine 
of Hell Torments in a more ſcriptural and judicious light, 
and the purpefes of him will be fully anſwered, who is a 


lover of Mercy, Truth, and Juſtice, 


R. THOMSON, 


[ No. 30, Little Pulincy-Hreet, Soho, 
= ® Auguſt 6, 1788. | 
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- Page 13, laſt line, for paſſages, read paſſage. 
47, line 22, for believing, read believed. 
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HELL TORME NTS 
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VINDICATED, &c. 


BENEVOLENT SIR, 


T would no doubt be deemed the higheſt inſolence 
in me, were I to put that queſtion to you, which 
was once put to Satan, whence comeſt thou? Although, 
perhaps, with propriety, you might even anſwer me. 
with his reply, viz. From going to and fro upon the 
earth, and from wandering up and down on it; but it 
certainly would be impertinent of me to aſk you fuch 
a queſtion, neither ſhall I; for, for ought I know, you 
have as much right to trouble and moleſt God's Iſrael 
in Great Britain, as any where elſe to ſow ſedition 
and wild tares in England, as in America, or any 
other part of the globe; more eſpecially, if you have 
been ſo ſucceſsful as to have left behind you a plenti- 
ful crop growing; then, indeed, you go 79 and fro 
with a witneſs, and ap and down to ſome purpoſe ; nor 
would J have you deſpair of ſucceſs, even in this land 
of boaſted light and ſound doctrine; for as the Qua- 
W B - ke 


1 
ker once faid, © Thou. haſt the gift,” and there are 
always enough of rotten profeſſors and apoſtate rebels, 
that will take the doctrine of benevolence, and gene- 
ral charity, off your hands by wholeſale, 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
But to proceed, that we may come to the point in 
hand, in your preface, page 1, you ſay, © The reader 
ce will, eaſily perceive I have all along ſtated the 
& doctrine of the Univerſal Reſtoration, in ſuch a 
« way, as to imply and require a change of heart, and 
ce thorough alteration of mind and ſpirit, from what 
« we are by nature, and as we come into the world.” 

Indeed one of your ungodly admirers had ignorance 
and wickedneſs enough to tell me, that he loved all 
your ſentiments but that, viz. your legality, as he 
termed it; but I am perſuaded, Sir, that you are poſ- 
ſeſſed of feelings too tine, and benevolence too great, 
to diſtreſs any poor man's guilty conſcience for ſuch 
an infirmity as this: perhaps he only ſaid ſo, through 
the ſtrength of the fleſh, and for want of faith. But 
to take for granted, that what you have faid is true, 
nay, that you not only imply and require a change of 
heart, but inſiſt upon it as a matter of fact, a funda- 
mental in religion, a new- Creation, birth, and life, 
without which, no man can fee the Lord, and that 
with ſome degree of boldneſs and zeal, as if you meant 
what you ſpoke, and ſpoke what you felt; all this I 
am perſuaded you might do, and yet (while holding 
ſentiments diametrically oppoſite) root up its very 
bpaſis. 

What (although your ſyſtem implys 2 change of 
heart and mind) do ye more than other heretics 
in this particular? Do not even the Arians, Pelagians, 

Papiits, and Jeruſalemites the fame? What thank have 
ye Has it not been, and is it not ſtill, a maxim with 
falſe prophets, to uſe good words, and fair ſpeeches, 
to deceive the hearts of the ſimple? You know it has, 
and in my opinion you have hit it to a nicety.—But in 
page 4, you obſerve, © How it ſhould ever enter into 
« the minds of any, that the Goſpel was a libertine, 

lawwlejs 


41 
tc Jatoleſs «ſs ſcheme, is hard to conceive; or why they 
* ſhouid even wiſh or deſire it, is as mac“ 


« if they rightly underſtood the nature of the ſalva- 


© tion it brings.“ 
Indeed, Sir, if you rightly underſtood the nature of 


the ſalvation it brings, and the objects it has in view 
in every generation and period, 1t would be more un- 


accountable ro me, how you could dare to extend it 


beyond the ends of the earth, to intelligences for 


whom God never deſigned it; and to whom he never 


will ſend it. But you lay, © if they rightly underſtood 


« the nature of ita very ſignificant if indeed: IE - 


© they rightly underſtood the nature of it,” ' if Jo be ye 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious if ſo be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you; if you be riſen with Chriſt; and if 
God hath made them willing in the day of his power! 


and ſhined into their hearts in the day of his grace! and 


ſaved them by the waſhing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt ! "and put a right Spirit within 
them, (according to his covenant) then, indeed, they 
have rightly underſtoo the nature of it; and till then 


they are as dark as hell to all its glory! deaf as the ad- 


der to all its melody! dumb as the ſtones, and as unfit 
to proclaim its purity | and hard as the rock againſt its 
righteouſneſs, peace, and joy! yea, their very heart 18 
enmity againſt God himſelf: ſpiritual things are fooliſh- 
neſs unto them, and they deſire no more of Chriſt than 
to be from under his authority here, and eſcape his 
wrath hereafter. Therefore ceaſe to wonder, good Sir; 
it is very eaſy to be accounted for, why the Goſpel | Is 
perverted © into a libertine lat: wleſs ſcheme: you can 
ſtrain at a gnat here, and ſwallow a camel elſerwbere. 
I know it is no uncommon thing for workers of *ni- 
quity, to be workers in the Chriſtian miniſtry, and 
generally ſuch prieſis ſuch people: preach to them 
corrupt doctrine, and they will ſoon thew you the 
efficacy it has for corrupting their hives !---Dip your 
pen in the blood of Chriſt, (if I may 1o ſpeak) and 


write them out a benevolent licence for ſin, and you 
B 2 will 
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will then ſee human nature in its meridian dignity, in 
its very 2 anch bliſs! wallowing like the ſow in 
the mire,| and dringing _ niquity. as the ox drinketh 
Water. 
But, in page the 5th, you . have us believe 
that the ſcene is not quite ſo dark. Did I, (ſay you) 
like ſome, maintain that there was no future puniſh- 
« ment at all, it might indeed create an alarm ; but 
« when I, throughout the whole, inſiſt upon perſonal 
cr hdlineſs, and obedience to the Law and Goſpel of 
& Chriſt, from faith, and love, which is in him; and 
© have proved, that a ſtrain and force muſt be put 
* upon the doctrine itſelf, if it be otherwiſe, the 
© charge is frivolous and groundleſs, and the fear 
« childiſh, to ſay no worſe of it,” I am perſuaded 
you might as well have held with none at all, as 
with the little you do hold, and been more conſiſ- 
tent with your own ſcheme at the fame time; for 
if univerſal charity is really a fact, let us have it in 
its wideſt extent: ſpeak your mind plainly, with- 
out mincing the matter, do you really believe that 
God loves all his intelligent creatures alike? If ſo, 
then his charity 1s certainly univerſal ; and yet, are 
there any of them baniſhed from his preſence, and 
caſt into the lake of devouring, fire, to be tormented 
5 his wrath to a degree beyond all deſcription ! Nay, 
even to ſuffer ſhame and contempt from ſaints and 
angels! Who haveſcen and ſhall fee their miſery, and 
rejoice? How, and where ſhall we trace the cauſe of 
this awful diſtinction? In God, or in the creatures? If 
in the former, his charity is limitted and partial; andif 
in the latter, teation 1s then of works, and grace has 
no more to do with it than Satan has; but if it be in- 
deed of Grace, and if (as you affirm) his loveis univer- 
fal, and fixed on all, is his hand ſhortened that it can- 
not ſave? Are his eyes dim, that he cannot ſee them 
plunging themſelves into miſery? or has he not wiſdom 


and 3 enough to keep them, at leaſt from fall- 
ing 


E 
ing under his wrath and curſe ? Love will find 
« means,” is a ſaying worthy of notice on this point. 
Again, let me aſk you, Is their deprovity univerſal? Is 
their rebellion againſt God, /ove of fin, ſlavery under 
Satan, and ſentence of condimautiling univerſal? and 
are they univerially alike, without flrength, unfit to 
redeem, - new-create, and recommend themſelves to 
the favour of inſulted holinels, and ſpotleſs purity ? 
They are, and I dare you to deny it; for God himſelf 
would bear his irreſiſtible teſtimony againſt you---He 
looked down from heaven, to ſee if there were any 
that did underſtand, and ſeek after God ; and lo! the 
return---They are all gone afide ; they are all become 
filthy ; there is none that underfandeth ; there is none 


that feekets after God ; there is none that doetb good; no 


not one. Deſtruftion and miſery are in their ways, and 
the way of peace have they not known. Now we £now, 
that what things ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them 
who are under the law, that every mouth may be flopped, 
and all the world become guilty before God. Rom. iii. 
10---19, Hence, Sir, I think we may obſerve, by the 
bye, that the juſtice of God would have ſhone forth 
gloriouſly without a blur! had even the whole race 
of mankind been ſwept into miſery ! without a mo- 
ment's mercy. But to turn the queſtion, and give 
general charity a. chance for its graceleſs life, let 


us for a moment admit the thing as a 4 fad, viz. That 


all intelligences are intereſted in \ redeeming love; that 
a ſufficient ranſom 1s paid, and atonement made for 
them and all their ſins. What! the ranſom found, 
paid, and accepted? and muſt any of them go down 


to the pit as debtors? Reconciliation made for ini- 


quity ! and yet caſt out of his preſence ? His anger 
pacified ! and ſtill burning to the loweſt hell? Their 
fins put away by an almighty ſacrifice ! and ſtill cry- 
ing for vengeance? The ſword that reeked in the 
blood of an innocent ſufferer in their ſtead ! not yet 
returned to its ſcabbard ? 
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Oh! myſterious benevolence ! Oh ! unaccountable 
charity We are loſt in the contemplation of hy com- 


plex qualities. 


Sure ſuch a pr ocedure as this would even diſgrace 


an earthly court of juſtice, and by men of ſenſe would 


be reckoned a monſter ;. a very hydra 1h the law and 
government; therefore ſuch inconſiſtency, and injuſ- 
tice! ſuch a mixture of love and hatred! benevolence 
and vengeance, on the ſame objects! are characte- 
riftics fo horrible and deteſtable, in their very nature, 
that it would be the higheſt blaſphemy to attribute 
them to the God of ſaints. 

But as you ſeem to intimate that you would not 
willingly alarm the ears, nor raiſe the fears of either 
party, in ſupporting your ſcheme of © univerſal reſto- 
<« ration,” I think a little advice might be of ſome ſer- 
vice to you, viz. to let your doctrine undergo a- ſmall 
repair, (as you unluckily began to build without 
counting the coſt, and have run ſhort of ſtubble, hay, 
mortar, &c.) and let hell and horrors be inſtantly 
blotted out of your creed! never let the terrific found. 
of damnation be heard from your mouth ! bur call 


them ſhadows, phantoms, buzbez: rs, or any thing but 


What they really are. Nay, don't boggle man! Tor it 
wil anſwer your pur poſe, I'll warrant you, as I ſhall 
more evidently ſhew in another place; and, in the 
mean time, your ſyſtem being more groſs and glaring; 
you will ſtand a better chance to eſcape the notice of 
old ſnarling orthodoxy, and finted candour ; and from 


the other quarter, there can be nothing to fear, be- 


cauſe, having all clear before you, and your ſyſtem 
like a well-tuned inſtrument, you can then feed then) 
with benevolence, goodneſs, and univerial charity, 
till they are ſick of love! Then you can charm their 
ears, and gently cloſe their eyes, with the enchanting 
muſic of the Syrens ! till faſt allecp, and with united 
ſnorings, they refound its melting melody! there- 


fore, Sir, I hope you will bear with me in my infirmity 


and © childiſh tear,” if I read your book with oO 
| 0 


1 


of the wholeſome ſayings of the Bible in my hand; 
becauſe even Paul (who was a man, and had pur 
away childiſh things) ſays, © But I fear, leſt by any 
means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve, through his ſub- 
tilty, Oe ſhall not ſurely die), ſo your minds ſhall be 
corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt ;” and 
further adds, © for ſuch are falſe apoſtles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themſelves into the apoſtles of 
Chriſt; and no marvel, for Satan himſelf is tranſ- 
formed into an angel of light; therefore it is no great 
thing if his miniſters alſo be transformed as the miniſ- 
ters of righteouſneſs, whoſe end ſhall be according 
to their works.” 2 Cor. xi. 3, 13, 14, 15. But as 
there is nothing particular occurs in the reſt of 
your preface, but what we have in the courſe of your 
dialogues, I ſhall proceed to the firſt objection, hated 
and anſwered; and as I do not intend to ſwell this pub- 
lication to any great ſize, I ſhall be as brief on each 
point as poſſible. j ꝑ— | 
Before I enter the door of theſe dialogues, I would 
Juſt make an obſervation on the ſign without. They 
are called © Familiar Dialogues between a Miniſter 
« and his Friend,” and I have nothing to do with 
what the title page holds out, of there © being the 
« ſubſtance of ſeveral converſations, that the author 
« had with various perſons, both in America and 
« Europe;” for they certainly are © familiar Dia- 
“ logues;” eaſy, without much oppoſition ; and 
peaceful, without much contradiction, © between a 
« Miniſter and his Friend ;”” not between two parties 
contending for truth and error, light and darkneſs, 
Chriſt and Belial, but a Miniſter and his Friend; two 
perſons, but one in intereſt, ſentiment, and ſong. 
Doubtleſs, therefore, Mr. Wincheſter gains the day, 
takes the ſpoil! and of a pretended opponent, makes 
at laſt a complete proſelyte! Bit to proceed, 
The firſt objection (page 2) this good friend of his 
brings againſt the ſyſtem of general reſtoration, is from 
| : Haiah 
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thiah XXX111. 14. Dun. x11. 2. Matt. xviii 8. and xxv. 


41, 46. Mark ili. 29. 2. Thel. 1. 7, 8, 9. and Jude 
65 7. which paſſages relate chiefly to the wicked, and 


are expreſſive of the nature and duration ef their mi- 
ſery, by ſuch emphatical words as theſe, viz. devouring 
fire, everlaſting burnings, everlaſting contempt, ever- 
laſting fire, everlaſting puniſhment, everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion, everlaſting chains; eternal damnation, - and eter- 
nal fire. 

To which Mr. Wincheſter replys, I mall now 
ce proceed to anſwer it, by bringing an equal number 
5“ of paſſages, where the word everlaſting is applied 
<« to things and times, that have had, or muſt have, 
« an end. » 

With regard to a number of paſſages, you certainly 
have been as good as your word; a cloud of witneſſes 
have made their appearance at your command ; but 
whether they will give in their evidence for, or againſt 
you, 1s not yet decided ; and here we have the ever- 


laſting covenant of circumciſion, now null and void ; 


the land of Canaan, once given for an everlaſting poſ- 
ſeſſion, ſhortly to be d, ſolved with the reſt of the earth; 

the everlaſting hills, 2 periſb in like manner; and the 
everlaſting preiſthood of Aaron's ſons, long ago abo- 


-liſhed : with ſome others ſimilar to theſe, and many 


Cited to be ſearched for, and read at our leifure. But 
what, in- the name of wonder, candour, and general 
charity, have any or all of theſe paſſages to do with 


the duration of Hell's torments? Where, Sir, in all 


the word of God, can you find a ſingle verſe, (without 


wreſting it), to countenance you, in taking ſuch a 


meaſuring reed as this, to know their endleſs length. 


Do but for a moment ſet: your own ſentiments aſide, 
and anfwer, as in the fight of him who ſearches and 


ſees. your heart to. its very darkeſt corner! Could 
you find no paſſages of ſcripture better calculated to 
explain the duration of the wicked's miſery by than 
theſe ? Will you acknowledge yourſelf ſuch a complete 
novice in the ſcriptures, ſuch an ideot in religion, 


that you really could find none more ſuitable to the 


Point: 2 
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LE. 
point: and can you ſay, that you ſtudy to ſhew your» 
{elf a workman, ſuch a one as needeth not to be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing, uniting, and diſtinguiſh- 
ing the word of truth ? and on the preſent head, have 
you been careful to compare ſpiritual things with ſpi- 
ritual, that you might not pervert the word of God? 
But theſe things ſpeak for themſelves, and therefore 
require no anſwer from you. You ſay “ Things and 
« times that have had, or mult have an end.” If by 


things and times here, we are to underſtand you in a 


ſpiritural ſenſe, I apprehend they were called eyer- 
laſting, to imply wii hout end; becauſe ſpiritual things, 
1. e. bleſſings to the Old Teſtament Church, as well 
as to the New, came from the everlaſting God, who 
himſelf was their everlaſting portion I an everlaſting 
covenant of grace, through an everlaſting Saviour, and 
to them, they were ſhadows of a more enduring ſub- 
ſtance, and tokens and foretaſtes of an everlaſting reſt 
and bleſſedneſs. Or, if you mean in a literal ſenſe, 
Things and times, &c.” ſtill, from their antiquity, 
ſtability, and duration, or from the ſeeming impoſſibi- 
lity of their being changed, they might be called ever- 
laſting, in a good, though not in a ſtrict ſenſe. So 
Jonah might lay, the earth with her bars was about mg 
for ever, i. e. J imagine, to his feelings and fears, hav- 
ing loſt hope of deliverance; and David, O God, why 
haſt thou. caſt us off for ever? Pſalm Ixxiv. 1. only 
ſeemingly, not really. But, ' taking them in your 
ſenſe, have you not been comparing fpiritual 
things with literal, and eternal things with temporal? 
This is even attempting to meaſure eternity by time 
_ a thing utterly impoſſible, and truly abomi- 
nable. . 
O but, ſay you, (page 8), © The Goſpel is called 
* the everlaſting Goſpel, Rev. xiv. 6. yet it muſt ceaſe 
to be preached, when it ſhall be needed no longer.” 
And pray what new diſcovery have you made here? 


Sure any fool could have told us that much ; you have 


* 
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not faid the Goſpel ſhall ceaſe to be everlaſting, but 
that it ſhall ceaſe to be preached ; and that doubtleſs 
it will; ſooner, perhaps, than the advocates for your 
diabolical doctrine could wiſh: for I defy you to prove, 
from ſcripture, that it is ever called the everlaſting 
preachment, or everlaſting preaching ; therefore, woe * 
to them that hear it not, and receive it not, While 
on earth, for they ſhall never hear a ſyllable of it in 
hell! Now is the accepted time ! (not then) ; now is 
the day of falvation ! (or fifty thouſand years hence); 
therefore, Sir, I hope you will give up this paſſage, 
without offering it any farther violence ; it | happens 
not to ſuit your purpoſe, for the Goſpel is called 
_ everlaſting in a very proper ſenſe: the very eflence 
of it is in the believer's heart; the life and im- 
mortality i it brings to light; the peace and reconci- 
lation it declares, ſhall be durable as 1ts immortal au- 
 thox.” 
D pon the whole, you tell us, (page 9), © Here are 

« more than fifty paſſages, where the word for ever in- 
- © tends only age or ages; to which many more might 
« be added.” Readily granted, Sir, and I affüre 
you, I would not have them out of the connection 
where they now ſtand, on any account whatever; nor 
ſpeak any other language than the Holy Ghoſt in- 
tends them, for the beſt ſyſtem that ever bleſſed a 
nation; at the ſame time, the truth I am here de- 
fending, has no relation with them, nor 1s 1t, in the 
leaſt, affected by them. But your friend proceeds, 
and brings for your conſideration, Rev. xiv. 1 1. xix. 3. 
« And the imoke of their torment aſcendeth up fer 
ce ever and ever.” It is very aſtoniſhing to me, that, 
no ſooner does your opponent lay ſiege to your ſtrong 
hold of error, with the great guns of eternal damna- 
tion, devouring fire, everlaſting deſtruction, and ever- 
burning ſalphur, &c. but you are ſure to evacuate 
the place of action, fly off to the Old Teſtament in 


ſearch of ammunition, © among things or times that 
have 


N 

have had, or muſt have, an end;“ and he, poor 
man, unwilling to take any advantage; more con- 
founded than courageous, ſtands and ſtares, till over- 
powered with paſſages, and- loſt in the contemplation 
of your brave reaſoning ! he falls ſubmiſſive at your 
feet. But however, in page 13, he begins to diſco- 
ver this cheat, and lays it before you as a grievance to 
be redreſſed, as follows: 

cc Friend, it 1s certain, that when the word for- 
« ever is applied to things of this life and world, it 
cc intends- a period; but hen applied to ſpiritual 
© matters, and things of another world, it muſt be 
« endleſs, according to my judgment; and I am apt 
to think you will find it ſo too.“ | 5 


« Miniſter, (page 14), I am certain you will ſoon 


a be convinced to the contrary.” No doubt of that, 
Sir; for his judgment ſeems to be quite ſoft and plia- 
ble; nay, indeed, in the ſame page, we ſee him 
brought to confeſſion, through your nervous ſtrain of 
reaſoning on Heb. x. 12,13. © But this man, (Chriſt), , 
« after he had offered one ſacrifice for fins, for ever 
ec fat down on the right hand of God; from hence- 
« forth expecting, till his enemies be made his foot- 
« ſtool.” Indeed you might have ſaved yourſelf the 
trouble of giving us your thoughts on this paſſage ; for 
it happens to be its own interpreter, without ſo much 
as leaving us in the leaſt uncertainty for its true mean- 
ing. For although it is ſaid, Ie for ever fat down, yet 
it is added, from henceforth expecting, 2% (mark, ill) 
his enemies be made his footſtool. Agreeable to 
Pfalm cx. 1. Sit thou on my right hand until I make 
thine enemies thy footſtool. 


It would have been better for your purpoſe had you 


left the 13th verſe out entirely; for it looks but dark 
upon your ſyſtem every way. But why did you not 
purſue the context at leaſt to the end of the next verſe ? 
ſor by one offering he hath perfected for ever them thas 
ere ſandified; perhaps in your view of things, this 
C 2 | perfection 


0 4 . 8 1 
Nene U W — 
N K . 1 * 2 2 5 
nn, id aj tes, 7 * 
* r 2 D r I 1 2 þ 
. > Winn ns = 0. . 2 * y p 
. l 5 p 


— 
2 oy , e ; , 
bs 20H \ 5 80 Cr ro I 
— RIES 
— 4 1 s * 


* 


PP 


12 
perfection from the guilt and power of ſin may loſe 
its efficacy, and fade ; away; nay, indeed, we may loſe 

- our covenant God, for we are only told that he is to 
be our God for ever and ever; or ſhould he even bring 
us to glory at laſt, the apoſtle only tells us, that we ſhal] 

ever be with the Lord; and O what cruel mockery 
follows (if the word ever means but an age). Where- 

N fore comfort one another with theſe words, 1. Theſ. iv, 
17, 18. And miniſters of the Goſpel, they whoſe ſtudy 
and work it is to turn many to righteouſneſs, are to ſhine 
forth as the ſtars, it 1s true, but only for ever and ever. 

Many others I could mention, where the very exiſtence 
of Jehovah and his eternity of praiſes, &c. reſt amply. 
on the words ever, and for ever aud eve 

I ſhall here juſt notice one pailage n more that you 
have preſſed into your ſervice, to very little purpole ; 
Heb. i. 8. But unto the ſon he ſaith, „Thy _ 

ce (in diſtinction from the throne of the Father), O 
ce God, is for ever and ever;“ yet we read, (1. Cor, 
XV. 24, 28.) © of the end, when he ſhall have deli- 
et yered up the kingdom to God, even the Father: 
„ When he ſhall have put down all rule, and all au- 
ce thority and power, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf 
te be ſubject unto him, that put all things under him, 
ce that God may be all in all.” 

I muſt needs ſay, this feems to be jumbling things 
together at a ſtrange rate; © Thy throne, O God, 1s 
cc for ever and ever.“ And this ſame perſon, called 
God, is “ to deliver up the kingdom to God, that God 
* may be all in all.“ You have not now told us, 
that he ſhall deliver up the rhrone, but the Kingdom; 
neither do you ſay, that it ſhall ceaſe to be for ever and 
ever; but only delivered up. If you ſhould ' make 
another attack upon this paſſage, endeavour to be 
more glear and conſiſtent, and I ſhall then give it fur- 
ther conſideration. You ſeem like a man juſt drown- 
ing, willing to graſp at any thing to fave the life of 
your favourite doctrine. As I read your book, I can- 


not help t thinking of a remark, once made on a certain 
bad 


1 


bad poet, viz. © That he neither cared for matter 
« nor manner, ſo he could but make rhyme and mea- 
« ſure.” But in page 19, you give us to underſtand 
that the kingdom that is to be delivered up, is the 
mediatorial kingdom. Here you and I cordially 
agree, and we can hardly differ as to the period when 
it ſhall be given up: the apoſtle tells us at She end, 
doubtleſs the end of the world, agreeable to the Me- 
diator's own words, Matt. xxviil. 20. Lo, I am with 
vou alway, even to the end of the world; at which 
period he ſhall not only give up his mediatorial king- 


dom and character, but all his faithful miniſters, to 


whom he committed the word of reconciliation; all in 
his church, called ſtewards, paſtors, teachers, or am- 
baſſadors, they ſhall give up their commiſſions. | | 
The ſound of ſalvation ſhall be heard no more; the 
trumpet of the Goſpel ſhall give place to that of Ga- 
briel, which ſhall rouſe all the dead in earth and hell, 
and announce the Lord from heaven in flaming fire! 
—then they ſhall come forth, they that have done 
good, to the reſurrection of life] and they that have 
done evil, to the reſurrection of damnation ! Then the 
Son of man ſhall ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do 1niquity, and ſhall caſt them into the 
furnace of fire; there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing 
of teeth. Matt. xili. 29. 
And now, Sir, if the mediatorial kingdom 1s thus 
to be given up, (as it aſſuredly will, having an- 
ſwered all the purpoſes of electing love and free grace) 
and none admitted to the beatific preſence of Jeho- 
van, but through that medium; at the ſame time my- 


riads of apoſtate and rebellious ſpirits driven from his 


bar of juſtice, into outer darkneſs and damnation! Let 
me atk you how, and at what period, will God viſit 

them with ſalvation, and bring thera to eternal glory. 
I have nothing to do with your infernal inconſiſtent 
ſcheme ; to the law, and to the teſtimony, declare 
it from ſcripture ; ſhew me the plain paſſages of 
facred 
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Ciered truth that maintains and IEA it, unat. 
ſiſted by carnal reaſon; and let it for once be a 
volunteer in your fervice. I aſk you nothing unrea- 
ſonable, ing that is out of your line or ſyſtem; 
for it is your element What you maintain at the ha- 
zard of your character, ſoul, and every thing; there- 
fore, as the very ſpeaker and mouth for hell, 1 aſk you, 
% How ſhall devils and damned ſouls be juſt with 
© God?” Nay; I will halve the queſtion with you, and 
give the anſwer myſelf in the negative, and leave you 
to reply in the pgſilive: and I ſhall venture, upon the 
veracity of Jehovah, to aver, they never ſhall be juſ- 
tified through Chrift ; it is utterly impoſſible, accord- 
ing to the very nature of things, that ever they ſhould. 
And firſt, reſpecting devils, that ever any man ſhould 
harbour ſuch a thought, feed ſuch a rotten hope, and 
eftabliſh ſuch a groſs deluſion, is in itſelf unaccount- 
able, unleſs he can be proved to be a lunatic of the 
very firſt caſt. It is an abſurdity that has ſcarce a pa- 
rellel in the wide univerſe ! The very end of Chriſt's 
coming into the world, the nature he took upon him, 
the circumſtances of his Firth, the temptations he went 
through, the- niracles he wrought, the exhortations he 
gave, the enemies he encountered, his death, and every 
other incident, during his reſidence on earth, all prove 
to a demonſtration, that devils are excluded from every 
hope and thought of mercy ! He came into the world 
to deliver his own elect, to be their prophet, prieſt, 
and king, (to deſtroy the works of the devil, to bruiſe the 
ferpent's head), and bring them from under his internal 
tyranny. And even upon the croſs, while he was 
fimiſning tranſgrelſiom for them, mating reconciliation for 
miguity, and putting away fin, by the ſacrifice of himfel}, 
he ſpoiled principalities and Powers ; he made a fhew of 
. them openly, triumpbing over them, they ever have been, 
and ſtill are, the moſt implacable enemies of Chriſt 
and his Church: Saran, as the chief rebel, and prime 
leader of the reſt, wwalteth about as a roaring lion, ſetk- 
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ing whom he may devour, againſt whom we are com- 


manded to watch and fight, with the promiſe, that 
God ſball ſhortly bruiſe him under our feet ; all which 
would be unnatural and abſurd, had redemption been 
purchaſed for them. And could you even defend your 
ſentiment in a rational manner, and through the pow- 
ers of eloquence, benevolence, and charity, reaſon all 


the world into your way of thinking, it would avail | 


nothing at all, while it is deſtitute of the word and 
truth of Gd for i its foundation; you would only then 
eſtabliſh, what the devil himſelf would even bluſh to 
mention! 

And ſecondly, reſpecting damned ſouls, they now 
ſtand juſt upon a level with their prince and father, 
for they have not only periſhed from the way, but the 
very way itſelf is totally and eternally removed from 
them; remember the mediatorial kingdom is given 
up! the floor thoroughly purged ! the precious ſepa- 

rated from the vile! the, gold from the filthy droſs! 
the wheat from the chaff! the ſheep from the goats ! 
elect angels from the fiends of Tophet! and God him- 
ſelf from every worker of iniquity! Depart from me 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the «devil and 
bis angels. Matt. xxv. 41. 


66 And here th? acceſs, a gloomy deep ne! 
« And here th' unnavigable lake extends !?? 


Acceſs to God, will be a thing never heard or 
thought of in all the regions of light or darkneſs | the 


Way will be as completely loft, as 5 though there never 
had been a mediator in eee ther cfore they can- 


not be juſtified through Chriſt, no more than if he 
had never been declared among them as a Saviour. 
Again, Salvation, as it reſpects the application of 
it, is a work of time and not of eternity; Thus ſaith 
the Lord, in an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in 
the day of ſalvation have I helped thee. Iſaiah xlix. 8. 
And the apoſtle Paul, to the very ſame words, thus 
gs Behoid, now is the an time, now is the day 
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of /atoation, 2. Cor. vi. 2. Who gave himſelf a raed 
for all to be teſtified in dus time: (mark, good Sir, to be 


Fefrified in due time) but eternity is not in due time, 


it is not in time at all; therefore we read, To-day, 


awhile it is called to-day, becauſe the night cometh, when 


#0 man can Work. Did you pay any regard to Solo- 
man's good counſels and found ſayings, 1 might refer 
you to Eccle. ix. 10. .. hatſoever thy hand findeth t0 do, 
&o it tuith thy might. Why? For there is no work, nor 


device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave, whither 


bon goeſt. And xi. 3. Where the tree falleth there it 
ſhall lie. As it is written, He that is unjuſt let him be un- 
uf till; and he that is filthy, let bim be filthy ftill ; and 
be that is righteous, let him be righteous till; and he that 


Is holy, tet him be holy flill. Rev. xxii. 11. 


Nay, the very nature and end of the goſpel. dit. 
penfation, and means of grace, puts the matter en- 
tirely out of doubt, His name ſhall be called Feſus, for 
Be ſhall ſave bis People from their fins—TJeſus anſwered 
im, If 1 waſh thee not, thou haſt no part with me : If 
ye believe not that 1 am he, ye ſhall die in your fins, and 


there I go ye cannot come! Aud when he aſcended up on 


high he led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men, and 
gave to ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, 
and ſome paſtors and teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints; 
for the work of the miniſtry ; for the eaifying of the body of 
Chrift, that we be no more children, toſſed to and fro, and car- 


 Tred about with every wind of doctrine, by the flight of men, 


and cunning eraftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 


Eph. iv. 14, And the apoſtles all with one accord 
taught the very ſame doctrine, and ſpoke the very 


ame things.—Feſus Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he 


night redeem us from all iniquity, and purify to bimfelf « a 


peculiar people, zealous of good works. Tit. ii. 14. F any 
man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his: if any 


man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature—know ye not, that 


the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? be 


pot deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, | 


aor 


17 Þ 
nor ffeminate, nor abuſers of f themſelves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. And ſuch 
were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed ; but ye are ſancti- 
fied; but ye are juſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 9.— Aud you 
hath he quickened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
Wherein in time paſt, ye walked according to the courſe 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſobe- 
dience. Among whom alſo we all hed our converſation 
in times paſt, in the luſts of our jleſh, fulfilling the de- 
fires of the fleſh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others, But Ged, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in ſins, hath quickened us 19 ogether 


with Chriſt (by Grace ye are ſaved) : and hath raiſed us 


imp together, and made us fit together in heavenly places in 
Chrif Jeſus. Epheſ, 1 11. I---6.---/f ye then be riſen with 
Chriſe, ſeek thoſe things which are above, where Christ 
fiteth at the right hand of God. — I//hen Chrift, who is 
oar life, fall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
him in glory : Mortify therefore your members which are 
upon the earth, formcation, uncleanneſs, incrdinate affec- 
ton, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs, which is idola- 
try; for which things ſake the wrath of God cometh 
upon the children of d:ſobedience. Col. 111. 6.,— For this is 
the will of God, even your ſan#ifcation ; fur he hath not 
called us unto uncleamiefs, but unto holineſs; and they that 
ere Chriſt's, bave crucified the fleſh with the affeftions and 
lufts ;— Net that we are ſufficient of ourſelves; Not by works 
of r1ghteouſueſs which we have done, but according to bis 
mercy, he ſaved us by the waſhing of ' regeneration, and 
rezewing of the Holy Ghoſt, to the praiſe and glory of bis 
grace; wherein he bath made us. accepted in the beloved. 


Giving thanks to the Father, which hath made us meet to 


be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
| Gut 
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But ye are a choſen generation, a royal priefihood, an Boly 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye ſhould ſhew ferth the 
praiſes of him «who bath called you out of darkneſs, into his 
marvelous li ght—, Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
from bur fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and prieſts unto God, and his Father. To him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Rev. i. 5. 

But perhaps you may think I have been rather 
laviſh with my quotations on this point; I ſhall there 
fore leave you, as I propoſed, to anſwer the queſtion. 
in the pr jtive; or, in other words, to find juſtifica- 
tion for your friends in hell; and remember, you have 
got a Mediator to ſeek for them, for the apoſtle 
tells us, Then cometh the end, when he ſhall have deli- 
vered up the kingdom. The words are very forcible: 
it is not ſaid, zvhen He Hall deliver it up, but when he 

ſhall have delivered it up. You have likewiſe ano- 
ther ſanc lier to find them, for they deſpiſed the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, and all his operations while upon earth, 
and counted them all madmen and fanatics, who were 
under his holy influences : and another Revelation, 
for that given unto them, and faithfully preached 
among them, while in this world, proved a /avour of 
death unto death; neither have we any reaſon to hope 
better things of them, ſhould they even have 1 it again 
in hell. 

Before I proceed, I find it neceſſary to obſerve, 
that to attempt to reſcue all the ſcriptures out of your 
hands, which you have wreſted and perverted to ſup- 
port your bad cauſe, would. require more time and 

atience than I am either able or willing to beſtow; 
neither do I lee it to be heedful, as the ſtrength of charges 
againſt a man, never conſiſt ſo much in their number, 
as in their nature, Suffice it in general to ſay, that, ike 
a gentleman of the greateſt benevolence, and hero in 
the cauſe of univerſal charity, you have collected the 


Precious promiſes together in large cluſteis- the 
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arguments that laid hold of your mind, and led you 
into the notion of general charity. How this agrees 
with other parts of your book, I leave you and 
it to determine. I ſhall now proceed to anſwer it, 
by proving that fin is an infinite evil, as well as 


endleſs in its duration; not that 1 conſider myſelf. 


bound to prove the eternity of ſan, as neceſſary to ſup- 
port the doctrine of ændleſs miſery ; for if God, in his 
word, had told me but once, that the wicked ſhall 
ſuffer eternal damnation, I ſhould conclude, in my 
own mind, that fin is an infinite evil, and as ſuch, to 
run parelle] with its curſe ; or elſe, a God ſo holy, 
Juſt, and good, as I conceive him to be, would not 


have inflicted that puniſhment upon it. But firſt of 


all, tet me aſk you what fin is, if it is not infinite? a 
thing that is not infinite, may be known and deſcribed; 
if you really venture to affirm, that fin is not an infi- 
nite evil, you ought to give fome very ſubſtantial 
reaſons for ſo doing; to tell us, that it is “ the im- 
perfection of the creature, is but mere ridicule 
and mockery. What ſaith the ſcriptures? I am 
willing for it to be counted finite or infinite, as they 
ſhall decide; and there let us trace it from its throne 
in the heart, to its overthrow of the ſinner in hell. 


Iſt. In the heart, Jer. xvii. 9, 10. The heart is deceit- 


ful above all things and deſperately wicked, who can 
Zubo it ? Now, if the heart is really deceitful above 
all things, it muſt be to a degree infinite, becauſe 


there is no medium between above all things, and infinite; 


and if wicked even to deſperation, it exceeds all finite 


deſcription; and the man that pretends to know and 


deſcribe it, manifeſts infinite folly and arrogance, be- 
cauſe he puts himſelf upon an equality with the infi- 
nite ſpeaker. In the very next verſe! TI the Lord 
ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man 
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
doings. 2dly. Let us view lin as it comes forth into 
the lives and actions of men; or, in other words, let us 
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hear its voice! ſurvey its face! and obſerve its 
ways! and let common ſenſe judge whether it be an 
infinite evil, or the inperfection of the creature only. And 
1ſt, Let us hear the imperfection of its voice, Gen, 
v. 2. Who is the Lord that I ſhould obey his voice? 1 
know not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go :—There- 
fore they ſay unto God, Depart from 4s; for we defire not 
the knowledge of thy ways, —What is the Almighty, that 
we ſhould ſerve him ? and what profit ſhould we have, if 
wwe pray unto him? Job xxi. 14, 15.—We will not have 
this man to reigh over us, — Cod is not in all their thoughts, 
Nay, the. fool hath ſaid in his hearf, There is no God, Plalm 
Hit. 1. And is this only an imperfection of the crea- 
ture? is it not rather an infinite evil? What! to ſee 
a poor deſpicable wretched, helpleſs worm, pouring 
contempt upon, and refuſing obedience unto the eter- 
nal ſovereign of the whole univerſe, who could cruſh 
him to atoms in a moment! not an infinite evil ?--- 
To hear men extol the ſervice of the devil, and ſee 
them glory in the works of darkneſs, baniſhing the 
Almighty from their hearts and thoughts, wiſhing 
him off his throne, or out of being ! diſdaining to call 
upon him, and counting the exalted privilege of his 
free ſervice bondage, drudgery, and unprofitable exerciſe | 
is it not an infinite evil? 
Again. Let us ſee the face or form of ſin; that it is 
rather an uncomely ſight, will be granted by moſt, but, 
more than an imperfection vnly by few. It is one of Sa- 
tan's devices to extenuate, hide it, or call it by nick- 
names, unwilling that his ſeryants ſhould know its 
earnings, till they receive its wages. But in ſcripture 
it is called a putrefaction, corruption, poverty, nakeaneſs, 
Filthineſs, and rebellion ; every thing that is hateful in 
the ſight of infinite purity. It is @ body of death, a ſpi- 
ritual death in the ſoul ; all its noble faculties are ut- 
terly deſtroyed ; a death in the tabernacle of the ſoul; 
it ſends 1t to the duſt, to become kindred with worms; 


and at laſt both foul and body to hell, to ſuffer _ 
* | nal 
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na} death. It is groſs darkneſs, without a ray of liglitj' 
fooliſhneſs, without the leaſt wiſdom ; j/thine/s, without 
the leaſt purity ; pride, without, the leaſt humility ; 
enmity, without the leaſt ſpark of affection ;*:nd guilt 
and condemnation, without the leaſt remorſe or ſenſi- 
bility ; againft the greateſt and beſt. of beings ! one 
who is glorious in holineſs ! fearful in praiſes ! dwell- 
ing in light unapproachable! and purity unattainable! 
inimitable in all his perfections! and zealous for his 
own glory, beyond all compariſon or thought! With- 
out the leaſt provocation from him, or any reaſon to 
give unto him, he has laid no fatal neceſſity on their 
will, nor gives them any countenance in his word: 
it is their own invention, choice and delight, what 
they weigh deliberately on their beds, durſue greedily 
in their lives, and pe-ſeveringly to the Taft: there is no 
fear of God before their eyes; they act as if they were en- 
tirely out of his fight ! without his reach ! above his: 
power! or beneath his notice! and never to be ac- 
countable to him; or receive, or ſuffer from him! 
Neither is it becauſe they are vid of wiſdom only; it 
ſprings from a root of bitterneſs, as well as ignorance :: 
they have boldly declared war againit omnipotence; 
it is fully ſet in their hearts to do all manner of evil 
againſt his moral and fpiritual government. To this 
end they muſter up all their force, all the faculties of 
the ſoul, and all the ſenſes and members of the body 
are employed, none ſuffered to be idle. Literally and 
ſpiritually, their eyes are inlets of vanity, and full of 
adultery ;« their noſtrils only reliſh the ſavour of fin; 
their tongues uſe deceit, and are a world of iniquity ; 
their throat is an open ſepulchre ; their ſtiff necks refuſe all 
reſtraint, and reje& the mildeſt government; their 
hands are engaged in a thouſand inſtances; their feet is 
ſwift to ſhed blood, and trample under his law and goſpel 
atogether, inſtruments of unrighteoujneſs ; and ſhould 
even conſcience begin to bite, and complain of the out- 
rage againft Deity, and threaten them with © wrath 


L 65 
te to come,” they will endeavour to calm it with ſome 
ſilly bribe, which, if not accepted, they will outſin all 
its clamours, till it becomes ſcared, as with a hot iron: 
they are erilling te have it dead, that their luſts may 
live. Nor does ſin reſt here; it goes further: its very 
name and nature is deſtruction] it has no more of good 
in it, than Jehovah himſelf has of evil! All the miſery 
now in hell is a mere nothing, in compariſon of the 
unlimitted deſires it has for more!] it is quite unſatia- 
ble: it is ſin that makes men hateful, and hate one 
another; it makes inſtant diviſions in the families 
where ſovereign Grace makes a partial viſit! it ſets 
the father againſt the ſon, and the ſon againſt the fa- 
ther; breaks the bonds of ſociety and nations; dyes 
the field with Hlood ! and fills the ſtreets with mourn- 
ing widows anqQ-orphans ! ſpreads famine and conta- 
gion, ſorrow and deſolation, over the world! Were 
the whole earth to run with rivers of human blood, it 
would ſtill cry out © Give! give!“ nor will hell at la 
be inhabited to its ſatisfaction, for want of God's elef, 
Were I to pretend to ſhew it in its utmoſt latitude 
and extent, I ſhould indicate myſelf to be under its 
full ſway. I would as ſoon undertake to draw an exact 
hkeneſs of Gabriel, as to paint out fin as it really is. 
I will be bold enough to ſay, the man that denies it 
to be an infinite evil, is either an ignorant ſcoffer, or 
an enlightened blaſphemer, for it is above all things, 
and none can know' it ; none can deſcribe it. I have 
only given a faint ſketch, hardly the outlines of the 
dark monſter. I might now aſk, I ho can tell the num. 
ber of the beaſt ? who can count the number of his 
errors? are they not infinitely evil in their quantity 
as well as quality? are they not innumerable, Pſalm 
xl. 12. They are more in number than the hairs of 
the head: none but the Holy Ghoſt could count them, 
were they even diſcoverable to outward ſight. 
Again. Every man by nature, through fin, has loſt 


the image and favour of God, and become liable to 
= 2 {uffer 
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ſulffer his wrath and indignation for ever and ever! 
Such an infinite loſs, could only be procured by an in- 
finite evil. But the Redeemer and redemption, from 
this ſtate of ſin and miſery, will better eſtabliſh my 
aſſertions, and illuſtrate the infinity of evil, ſo as to 
mock every oppoſition, and overthrow every contra- 
dition. The truth of his Godhead I need not ſtay 
2 prove, as you already profeſs to hold it; but I 
mutt tell you, two. things inſeparable, now preſent 
themſelves to you, for admiſſion into your creed, if 
you would wiſh to have it in the leaſt meaſure con- 
ſiftent, viz. The infinite evil of fin, and the Godhead 
of Chriſt the Saviour from it, reject either, and you 
* loſe both; if you hold the former and deny the latter 
you tear redemption to pieces root and branches * 
you hold the latter and deny the former, the glory of 
redemption is at once eclipſed ! and diſappears into a 
mere ſhadow : you hold with the incarnation of God, 
where there is no neceſſity for it. If the evil is bur 
finite, and the puniſhment limitted to a certain time, 
he who thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God, made himſelf of no reputation, to very little 
purpoſe; and the ſalvation he wrought, is dignified 
above what it -ought to be. But, if he himſelf is 
really an infinite perſon, redemption muſt likewiſe be 
infinite; and if redemption is infinite, ſo mult the evil be 
from which his people are redeemed ; and if ſin is an infi- 
nite evil, we ſhould ſtop our mGuths, and remember, 
that where God 1s not ſovereignly merciful, he is 
ſtrictly juſt in the eternal damnation of every worker 
of 1 iniquity ! | 

But again, ſin will ſtill more evidently appear to be 
an infinite evil, if we conſider its endleſs duration. 

. We ſhould beware of forming falſe notions of fin, 
as we cannot give a clearer demonſtration of our be- 
ing entirely under its power and curſe. We may ob- 
jerve, that fin is not a thing that will naturally die of 


E 2 | itſelf; 


it is not yet bowing its head to return to the grave, (if 


« js but a /bgrt hell; and many a deluded fool thinks, 


its tyranny and deluſion. And were the wicked to 
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 iefwlf; i it has been in the world from the beginning, 
hut it has loſt nothing of its ſtrength through old age; 


I may fo ſpeak); and, although it is 4/ack and ugly; 
Aeluſve and dęſtructive, mankind, in general, are fv 
-infatuated, as to think they never can have enough of 
it; ſooner than not have an abundance, they will 
treaſure up wrath along with it; they are as reſolute 
and eager in a courſe of ſin, as though there were an 
invaluable prize awaiting them at the end Although 
it is the poſon of afÞs, they roll in their mouths as a ſweet 
morſel, and riſque all the conſequences of the deadly 
diſorder; and even while it is ftting them for deftrudion, 
they ſtill drink up the venom with thirſt and delight, 
equal to the ox drinking water. They are taken 
captive by the devil af Os will, and blinded to all the 
Joys and ſorrows of the world to come: but they are 
not in the leaſt diſſatisfied with their ſubtle unmer- 
citul enemy; they rather fay (at leaſt in ſubſtance) 
ee Father, thy will be done.” Let the Goſpel in all its 
ſuitableneſs and tranſcendent glory be diſplayed unto 
them. they can neither fee it, hear it, nor receive it; 
let them be told af the purity, peace, and pleaſure, 
that there is in Wiſdom's ways! they count it all fieiun 
and faraticiim; or, let the regions of hell, and all the 
horrors of deſpair, and chains of darkneſs, be thrown 
open to their view | Nay, let them even be favoured 
with a damned relative for their preacher, that they 
may. haye not only invincible demonſtration, but the 
moſt pathetical inſtruction from a tormented tongue! 
they would not hear him, nor be perſuaded by him. 
Alas! many a fool hath faid in his heart“ There is 
« no hell;” and many a greater fool hath ſaid, © It 


he ſhall eſcape bel, or, come out of hell. Such an infinite 


evil is ſin, and ſuch a ſlave is every man by nature to 


hve upon che earth to ail Eernity, inſtead of being 
| tur ned 
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»urned into hell; to all eternity they would ſtill remain 
the wicked: it never would enter into their hearts to 
forſake the chief evil, and ſeek after the chief good. 
Nay, were it even poſſible for them to grow weary of 
their fins at laſt, they are without firength to deliver 
themſelves; had they even a will, to come to the light, 
they could not tranſlate themſelves out of darkneſs, nei- 
ther, indeed, is it of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of Ged that ſheweth mercy. A man in his 
low and loſt eftate, is juſt as able to create a world, 
as he is to create a new heart within himſelf: a corpſe 
is fully as able to riſe up out of the grave and walk, 
as he is to quicken himſelf, and walk in newneſs of 
life; He is altogether dead in ſpirituals; there are no 
« true vital ſpirits of faith in him, no true motions of 
„ gbedience, no pulſe of heavenly affections, no 
breath of ſpiritual prayer, no taſte of the Goſpel 
« wine and marrow, no feeling of all that maſly fin 
« and wrath which lies upon him; all his life is a 
« death; wandering, all his reft 1s in the congregas 
© tion of the dead, Prov. xxi. 16. Give him all the 
© ſtatures of natural excellencies, ſtrew him over with 
« the flowers of ſweeteſt morality, and ſpangle him 
© with the notions of ſublime theology, yet ſtill, 
« he is but a dead man, his foul a dead ſoul, his 
« faith a dead faith, his works dead works, and 
* his hopes and comforts as the giving up of the 
« Ghoſt.” Polhill. —And yet, will any man dare to 
ſtand up in the face of truth, and common experi- 
ence, and paraphraſe all this away, by mildly calling 
it © the imperfection of the creature? Is it not rather 
an infinite evi}, and the utter deſtruction of the crea- 
ture? Can any thing ſhort of an Almighty power de- 
liver the ſinner from its dominion, and create him 
anew unto good works? is it not God's work and 
workmanſhip alone? would it not really be blaſphemy 
to aſſert the contrary? or can the Ethiopian change 
his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ? Then indeed, and 
| : : 8 not 
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not till Shen, may they a 2⸗˙ do good, that are ArGe 
#9 do evil. But for any man to imagine, and maintain 
that this great change ſhall take place in Hell, under 
the wrath and car/e of God] is one of the moſt helliſh 
imaginations that ever blinded the human heart, or 
deluded immortal ſouls to perdition ! It plainly gives 
Gad himſelf the lie, and tends to turn the glorious 
Plan of redemption, and Goſpel ſyſtem, upſide down. 
I ſhall here a little attend to another clauſe of the 
preſent quotation, viz. © Since evil and good are 
* exactly oppoſite one to the other, it is evident one 
©. muſt at laſt prevail over the other, how long ſo- 
te ever the contention and ſtrife may continue.” Talk 
no more ſo exceeding proudly ; let not arrogancy come out 
of your mouth. Why ? ſay you, fer the Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed ; the Lord 
killeth and maketh alive: be bringeth down to the grave, 
and bringetb up. He will keep the feet of his ſaints, and 
the wicked ſhall be filent in darkneſs,” for by ftrengh ſhall 
no man prevail. The adverſaries of the Lord 12 be 
broken in pieces; out of. heaven ſhall he thunder upon 
them. The Lord ſhall judge the ends of the earth, and he 
Hall give firength unto his king, aud elt the born n of his 
anointed. 1 Sam. ii. 3. 10, Here is a woman cele- 
brating the goodneſs, holineſs, power, and juſtice of 
God, in a ſong; and although under the old dark 
chiſpenſation, ſhe diſcoyers more knowledge in ſpi- 
ritual matters, than a modern profeſſed evangeliſt, 
with all the advantages of a liberal education! O fie, 
for ſhame! fie! fie! fie! I am almoſt ready to cry 
out with the apoſtle, Where is the wiſe ? N. here is the 
aiſputer? & c. 1 Cor. 1. 20. with Iſaiah xxix. 14. 
Whatever theſe verſes intend literally, they will 
| ſerve my purpoſe ſpiritually, without doing them the 
leaſt injuſtice; and I would obſerve, that fin in its moſt 
vigorous and gigantic heroes, is not infinite. Not 
infinite? ſay you; what à paradox? No paradox at all, 
it is infinite only as an evil, not as 2 warrior againſt 


'God, : 


1 


God; as it has to grapple with omnipotence, 2nd } 
irreſiſtible power, it is as weak as helpleſs infancy ; 


nor is it in the leaſt owing to the will of hell, and 
ſtrength of fin, that the contention and ſirife is conti- 


WE? but to the ſovereign pleaſure of him who work= 


eth all things after the counſel of his own will. The pe- 
riod will ſoon arrive, when Chriſt ſhall cloſe the war- 
fare with an eternal victory! The ſerpent's head is 
already bruiſed, and his hopes blaſted; he is but an 
v/arper, and all under his power, belonging to Chriſt, 
On be delivered and drawn unto the Father, John 

37, 39, 40, 44. 1 Theſ. 1. 4, 5, 6, 10. and Col. 


1.13. He (Satan) is come down amongſt us in great 


Wrath, becauſe he knoweth that he hath but a ſhort: 
time; he goeth about as a roaring hon, ſeeking whom 


he may devour; but omnipotence holds his chain to 


limit and lengthen it where he pleaſcs; until that tremen- 
dous day When the lion of the tribe of Judah ſhalt 
give him the meeting! and demand the appearance 
of all his apoſtate legions, and fellow rebels! Rev. 
XX. IE, % os 0 "hold contention and frife with 
them, but to tear them in pieces! and deſtroy them 
as his enemies! Holineſs ſhall then reign without a 
rival, and prevail over all its enemies, never to be 
moleſted. In heaven the wicked ſhall ceaſe from 
troubling, and there indeed the weary ſhall enjoy 


reſt. But in hell, they that deſpiſed the authority of 


Chriſt, and trampled under foot the blood of the 
covenant, ſhall be made his footſtool, never to reign 
nor riſe, world without end, for, he ſhall break them with 
arod of iron, and daſb them in pieces like a potter's veſſel! 
While they lived upon earth they could ſtrive wich 
their maker, and contend with the AIDS Sove- 
reign Potter, with a «why haßt thou made me thus“ and 
through the pride of their hearts, direct both his infi- 
nite wiſdom and will. But the broken pieces of the 
veſſels of wrath will never reſume the quarrel, nor 


purſue the controverſy any further, The wicked ſhall 
be 
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ber e Kn, in darkneſs ; the adverſaries of the Lord ſpall be 
broken in pieces. As in heaven, none ſhall glory in 
his preſence, on their own account ; depend upon it 
none ſhall reign in his abſence (in hell), on any 
account. One obſcrvation on another clauſe, and [I 
ſhall diſmiſs this point, viz. © There can be no doubt, 
© that, as good exiſted before evil, ſo it {hall exiſt to 
« all eternity, when evil ſhall be no more.“ 
Jam at a loſs to fay, of ſcriptural perverfiens, and 
dogmatical concluſions, which gives the cleareſt evi- 
dence of a rotten cauſe and bigotted mind ; in your 
book, however, they occur alternately, and are 
mutual aſſiſtants to your benevolent ſcheme, © There 
can be no doubt,” &c. If your doubts reſpecting 
this important point, are not removed in a icriptural 
and rational manner, depend upon it they will return 
again upon you in an hour, and with a power that ye 
think not. But how inſipid is your mode of reaſon- 
ing here, © that as good exiſted before evil, fo it ſhall 
as exiſt, when evil ſhall be no more.” Only ſuppole 
for a moment, your particular friend to be in dying 
circumſtances, through ſome fatal diſeaſe; and to give 
you hopes of a recovery, the phyſician ſhould ſay, 
« Pray make yourſelf perfectly eaſy, there can be no 
* doubt, that as your friend enjoyed ſound health be- 
ce fore this diſorder, ſo he ſhall again, when this diſ- 
* order ſhall be no more.” Juſt ſo weak, irrational, 
and dogmatical, is your inference on this point: to 
 Auppoſe, that evil ſhall end becauſe it had a begin- 
ning; for what purpoſes think you had it a being or be- 
ginning at all? That it did not come by chance, you 
will hardly venture to deny; but the queſtion is, (if 
revelation will afford an anſwer) Why did it come, 
and what end had the Sovereign Lord of Hoſts inview, 
in ſuffering it to deſtroy ſo many of his intelligent crea- 
tures? According to the tenor of your doctrine, the 
anſwer is nearly this, viz. “ That in a future period, 
« after having exerciſed chem thoroughly with hi = 
wrath 
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dc wrath and curſe, he might ſhew forth the heights 
c and depths of his benevolence, mercy, and univerſal 
« charity, in reſtoring them all to his favour and 
« olory again.“ To ' finiſh which frolickh, — the 
mighty God himſelf muſt travel down to incarna- 
tion! and become the greateſt ſufferer of them all, 
and while they ſuffer with rage and blaſphemy, he 
ſuffers with delight and joy! O abſurd to a pro- 
verb, and fabulous to a prodigy! This is not only 
to /et at odds his attributes, but to deſtroy them if 
poſſible. But it 1s evident, that fin entered and 
abuunded for far more glorious and God-like pur- 
poſes; not to mince the matter, I mean, that 
Tehovah might ſhine forth in the tranſcendent per- 
fections of ſovereignty! holineſs! juſtice! and mercy ! 
and therein to dazzle and aſtoniſh the eyes of all 
intelligences world without end! Now, had there been 70 
ſin, there could have been no condemnation; no room for 
juſtice to have taken place; and had there been no 
_ condemnation and miſery, there could have been no 
ſuch thing as ſovereign mercy and abounding grace: 
that God hath already exerciſed his partial goodneſs 
and vindictive juſtice, none can deny; for, The angels 
which kept not their firſt eſtate, but left their cwn ha- 
vitation, he hath reſerved in everlaſiing chains under 
aorkneſs unto the judgment of the great day. Jude 6. 
It is true that the- great God viſited our benighted 
world, and hid himſelf, as it were, in mortality, to be 
2 Mediator, Saviour, and Sun of Righteouſneſs to 
his own people; but, he took not on him the nature of 
angels, nor did he ſo much as utter a promiſe, or 
give the moſt diſtant hint, that ever he would ſhew 
them any favour at any period whatever, but every 
thing to the contrary, according to the full Meaning 
of Gen. iii, 15. Rom. xvi. 20. 


The goſpel light, that ſhines with chearful rays} 
Ne'er darted down a twinkling to the lake; 85 
= There 
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There wrath a / a but fearful ſcene diſplays! 
2 Qoleful night, where day ſhall ever break! 
Vea, ſome of mankind 200, are paſſed by, | 
Incarnate glory's hidden from their fight, Luke x. 27, 
And who art thou, proud worm, that doſt reply! 
Shall not the Wee of all the world do right? 


If Jehovah has a right to deal ſovereignly and 
partially with angels, 10 he has with men; hen ce, 
without conſulting their ignorance and pride, he = 


taken the liberty (if it mult blaſphemouſly ſo be called) 


to reveal himſelf among them as 4 juſt God and 4 
Saviour, Iſaiah xlv. 21: and David not only inſiſted 
upon this doctrine, but frequently ſet it to muſic, 
and ſung it in chorus, (as the heavenly hoſt ſhall dg 
at the laſt da y) 1 will fing of mercy and judgment. 
Pſalm ci. 1. "Fo the heavens rejoice, and let the earth 
be glad, let the ſeas roar, and the fulneſs thereof, befere 
the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the earth : he ſvall Judge 
Ve world with righteouſneſs, and his people with trulb. 


But, lo! what fublime expreſſions on the majeſty of 


God, and his ſovereign character! The Lord reigneth, 
let the eerth rejoice; cleuds and darkneſs are round 
about him ; reghteouſnes and j {na agment are the habitation 
of his throne; for who in the heavens can be compared 
with the Lord? who among the ſons of the mighty can 
be likened unto the Lora? O Lord God of hoſts, who is 
ferong like unto thee © thu baſe a mighty arm; ſtrong 1s 
thy hand, and high is thy right hand: juſtice and judgment 


are the had! itation of thy throne; mercy and truth fall 
go befere thy face. Palm KRxxix. xcvi. xcvii. Cl. 1. 


And the ſovereign Lord kirafelt preached this truth 
to Moles, I will make all my ada; paſs before thee, 
and will proclaim the name , the I. ord before thee ; and 
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, ana © wil, 
ſhew mercy on whom I will ſbe to mercy. Lxod. xXxxill. 19. 
Did this humbling truth ſound harſh in the attentive 
ears of Moſes? was he ever heard to find fault 


with it, or explode. it as unjuſt? Give ear, O ge 
a ecaveus 


8 
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heavens, and 1 will ſpeak; and bear, O earth, the words 
of my mouth. Becauſe 1 wil! publiſh the name cf the 
Lord; aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our God. Te is the 
rock, his work is perfet?; fer all his ways are judg- 
ment; a God of truth and without iniquity, juſt and 
right is he. Deut. xxxii. I, 4. In that hour Jeſus 
"oe in ſpirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lerd 

heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
fo the ole and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
babes; even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. 
Luke ®, 4 

Nay, but, O man, who art thou that replieft againſt 
God 4 Of. what high original, vaſt wiſdom and power 
art thou? By what authority and for what purpoſe 
doſt thou reply againſt God? Haſt thou any claim 
upon him, thou colt of an aſs? hou wi etched, cer 
rupted, apoſtate, fugitive rebel, does he owe thee any 
thing beſides wrath ?--Whoſe conduct doſt thou imi- 
tate, the angels in heaven? Do they reply 3 
God, although he hath left myriads of their /apjed 
nature in hell ?=The patriarchs, prophets, evan- 
geliſts, and apoſtles, did they ever reply againſt God? 
Thou art a monſter, and will hardly find thy fellow 
in the univerſe. What if God, willing to ſpew his 
wrath, and make his power known, who would at- 
tempt to croſs his irreſiſtible will, or fruſtrate his 
eternal councils and decrees ? Of what uſe, pray, 
vould all his other perfetions be, if he had not a 
free and ſovereign will? © If there be no divine 
will in God, then the glaſs of the divine preſcience 
© muſt needs be broken; becaule, as God knows all 
© eſiences in his own glorious eſſence, all poſſibles 
„in his own wonderful omnipotence, and all con- 
* gruities and tendencies to his own glory, in his 
* own unſearchable wiſdom ; ſo he knows all futures 
in his own will.” Polhill. Rob him of his will, 
and you undeify him at once, for all things are 
rough and brought about according to the council 
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of his own will, And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nathin g, and he doth according to his will in 
the army of Deaven, aud among the inhabitants of the 
earth ; and none can tay his hand, or fay unto him, What 
doeff thou? Dan. iv. 35. What if God, willing to 
hero his wrath and make his power known, endured 
with much leng-ſuffering the veſſels of wrath, fitted (and 
appointed) to deſtruction? And that be might make 
Enown the riches of his glory on the veſſels of mercy, 
wich he hath afore prepared unto glory. Rom. ix. 
hell v. 
Now, if it is poſſible that evil ſhould ceaſe to be, 
or come to an end, theſe glorious perfections of 
\ God muſt ceaſe to be exhibited ; which 1 is contrary 
to the whole tenor of revelation. 
It appears to me, Sir, that you have been reaſon- 
ing, when you ſhould have been reading ſearching 
hell and hidden things, when you ſhould have been 
ſearching the {criptures and revealed things; in ſuch 
a line you may expect to be deceivęd; and your prac- 
tice will doubtleſs be that of a n, 2 Tim. iii. 13. 
But to proceed, 
Page 41, your friend lays beforę you, „Mark ix. 
* 43, 49. And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: 
ce It is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
« having two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
e that ſhall never be quenched, where the worm 
% dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, &c. 
« Here our Lord repeats five times, that the fire is 
ce rot quenched ; three times he ſpeaks of hell as a 
_ place where their worm dieth not; and to ſhew 
« the perpetuity of their ſufferings, he ſays, Every 
ce one ſhall be ſalted with fire.” 
Miniſter. © This is certainly a moſt terrible paſ- 
e ſage, and delerves to be conſidered particularly.” 
A terrible paſſage indeed ; and 1o very terrible, I 
perceive, that it path frightened you off its premiſes; 
had you continued upon the ſpot long, it would, no 


doubt, 
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doubt, hive burnt up your doctrine to a cinder. But, 
alack, and halloo'! you have fled far enough without 
its reach off to the Old Teſtament again, among 
«- things and time that have had, or muſt have an 
« end, down to the millenium, any where and 
every where, but the ixth of Mark, 43, 49. 

The paſſages you have quoted, to prove that 
this fire ſhall be quenched, in _ oppoſition - to 
what Chriſt hath faid, are Iſaiah Ixvi. 24. Ezek. 
xxXix. 4, 5, II, 12. Rev. xvii. 14. and xix. 19. 
Ezek. xxxix. 9. Rev. xiv. 10. Rom. viil. 19, 20, 
21. Pſalm IXxxiii. 18. Prov. iii. 35. Jer. xx. 11. 
and xxiii. 40. Iſa. xlv. 16, 24. Ezek. xvi. 59 


63. and xxxvi. 31, 32. Lev. vi. 13. Dan. ix. 2796). 


Ifa. Ivii. 16 and xlv. 2, 3, 24. and many ſimilar to 


theſe, in ſuch a ſtrain of carnal reaſoning, as is 


not worth the notice of any man in his ſenſes. I 
ſhall now endeavour briefly to prove the eternity of 
hell torments from the above paſſage, Aud if thy 
hand offend thee, (er cauſe thee to offend) cut it f; 
it is better to enter into life maimed, than, having two 
bands, to go into hell, &c. (Read carefully Col. iii. 5,6.) 


-» 


Every word in this paſſage carries with it the 


ſtrongeſt emphaſis. I is better to enter into life, &c, 


Now, you ſay, that they ſhall enter into life at any 


rate, one time or other; and if ſo, would not the 
words have read more properly thus: © It is better 


for thee now to enter into life maimed, than hav- 


e ing two hands, to go into hell for a ſeaſort '” Other- 


wiſe, they carry with them, in the moſt ſtrict and 
abſolute ſenſe, that they cannot poſſibly, by any 
means, or at any time whatever. It is bettzr for thee 
to enter into life, &c. But let us dwell a little upon 
this phraſe, and take a view of the gate and entrance 


into life and bliſs; for I perceive the great Architeck 


of heaven and earth, although offeſt of infinite 
wiſdom, omnipotent power, and ſovereign pleaſure, 
bath not me che entrance and door to your liking ; 

MY 
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nay, you have even undertook. a controverſy with 


him, who is pe very entrance ! the truth ! and the 


life! Jahn xiv. 6. Now Chriſt hath told us, that 


the entrance is SG and few there be that find it ; 
"| you ſay, that it is | broad, and that all ſhall find 


He fays, that Phariſees ſhall in no wiſe (mark in 


* wiſe) enter the kingdom ; you ſay, they ſhall enter 


at any rate: he ſays, that many ſhall ſeek to enter in, 
and ſhall not be able; you ſay, they ſhall. enter in, 
whether or no: he ſays, Not every one that ſaith, Lord, 


Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom ; but you ſay, that 


even blaſphemers of the name of the Lord, and 1a/- 


| pbemers againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall all enter into 


the kingdom. Should it ſound ever ſo harſh in your 
ears, I find myſelf under the neceſſity of calling 
you har; for two ſuch oppoſite aſſertions cannot 
both be true, and I would tremble to ſuſpect the ve- 
racity of him, who is not only truth, but the true 
God, that cannot lye! the true God and eternal 
life! You have likewiſe contradicted the apoſtles, 
and evaded or perverted their words. Peter ſays, that 
calling and election muſt precede an entrance into that 
glorious kingdom; but you ſay otherwiſe. John 
the divine ſays, that there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it 
any thing that aefileth ; but they, whoſe names are Writ- 


ten in the Lambs book of life: you ſpeak, as if you 


never had heard whether there be any ſuch thing as 
a book of life; and ſay, that every thing and all 


things ſhall enter into it. John ſays, that dogs, /or- 


cerers, liars, and unbelievers, ſhall be without; but you 
fay, they ſhall all be within, You. bring to my re- 
membrance one of whom the apoſtle once ſaid, he 
bath greatly withſtood our words. Matt. v. 20.— ii. I 3, 
23. Peter i. 11. Rey. xxl. 27.—Kxii. 15. 

Again, Where their worm dieth not, &C. By the worm 
here, I humbly conceive conſcience is meant. And how 
clear and conſiſtent the ſcriptures are with themſelves ; 


and how eaſy their — and curſes may be un- 
dei ſtood, 


„ 


derſtood, if heretics and deceitful wor rs would 
but let them alone: there never was, nor ever will 
be, but one cure for a guilty conſcience; and that 
is, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and if they die with- 
out that, they periſh eternally. There remaineth no 
more ſacrifice for ſins, but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment. Heb. x. 26. The ſame ſhall 
drink of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixture into the cup of his indignation : 

and they have no reſt, day or night. Rev. xiv. 10, 

II. e their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched, &c. Here let me obſerve, that I have no- 
thing to do with fires under the Old Teſtament, or 
the burning up of the earth, &c. &c. &c. fires that 
have been, or ſhall be quenched; for this 1s a very 
different fire indeed, as it reſpects its nature, place, 
and duration : other fires were only in time, to con- 
ſume mortal, or temporal things; but this is a fire 
in the immortal ſoul, as well as the body ;- a fire in 
hell, a fire in eternity. But conſider the author of 
this fire. Deut. iv. 24.—XXxXIi. 22. For a fire is 
kindled in mine anger, and ſhall burn to the loweſt hell; 

and Heb. x11. 29. For our God is à conſuming fre. 

But what can be more powerful and deciſive than its 
eternity. Jude 7. Suffering the vengeance, of eternal 
fire, and, Iſaiah xxxiii. 14. everlaſting burnings. The 
= that is not quenched. See Pialm xi. 6, Matt. xxv. 

2 Theſſ. i. 8. | 
73 or every one ſhall be ſalted with fire, i. e. pre- 
ſerved in exiſtence, under the weight of damnation: 
no doubt men and devils ſhall earneſtly ſeek to be 

—— but it will be moſt righteouſly denied 
them. 

Upon this laſt ciauſe you give us a ſtrange 
idea, page 51. © I would alſo propoſe, whether 
« our Lord did not mean to intimate, that eyen 
* the fire itſelf ſhall be of uſe under his direc- 
tion, to humble, ſubdue, and penetrate the 


« ſtubborn 


by 


"« | x 40 4 | 


'# 2 and ENS rebels, .that mall be For 
4e into it. Fire as well as ſalt is a great purifier, 
and cleanſes thoſe things which are able to endure 

us it and is the great proceſs by which all metals are 
e ſeparated from their droſs, and prepared for the 

11 for which they were deſigned. Here it is 
true, you only propoſe the thing, with a ſeeming 
meekneſs and diffidence ; ; but in another part of 
your, book, 1 find yon inſiſting upon it as a fact, 
and with the aſſiſtance of a. few pervertedriptures, 
you have almoſt got it eſtabliſhed. I. ſhall there- 
fore take a little more quotation before I attempt to 
refute it. Page 164, But God knows how to cor- 

« rect men in ſuch a manner, as to bring them to 
« i*Bu to. him, in due time; and though ſome 
are ſo ſunk in fin as not to be reformed, by any 

ce means, in this life, yet that is no argument, that 
« God is not able to ſubdue and bring down the 
te proud and moſt rebellious, in another ſtate, by 
« means that may be uſed effectually there, though 
« they could not be uſed here. Ezek. xxiv. 13. 
ce Some ſins. are ſo daring and preſumptuous, as to 
« provoke God to threaten, that they ſhall not be 
* purged away in this life; and, perhaps their ma- 
Agnancy may be ſo great, that nothing that can be 

v uſed here, is able to ſubdue them. Iſa. xxii. 12, 
e. 13, 14.“ In all this, IJ am ſure, there is neither 
religion, logic, nor common ſenſe. The darkeſt 

| heathen and moſt benighted hottentot, with only the 

glow- worm light of fallen reaſon, would bluſh to ſtain 
paper with ſuch horrid nonſenſe. 

If there is the leaſt poſſibility of a truth in abt 
you ſay, hell might, with greater propriety, be called 
a place of mercy, than miſery; more ſo to them 
than the earth was, as it is intended to produce the 
molt bleſſed and ſalutary effects; but a very little 
attention to the ſcriptures will ſoon diſcover its 


fallacy, and the dark, degenerate, guilty nature, of 
which 
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ci it is the offspring. Firſt, let me fads thar 
it will by no means anſwer your purpoſe, to ſpeak of 
the wicked in hell, under the idea of “ metal gone 
« to the refiners. They are metal, I grant, (though 
frequently compared to droſs) but what ſort” of 
metal? Hear what Jeremiah ſays, (chap. vi. 1630. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and ſee, and aſk 
or the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls. But they ſaid, We will 
not walk therein. Alſo J fet watchmen over you, ſaying, 
Hearken to the ſound of the trumpet. But they ſaid, We will 
not bearken. - They are all grievous revolters, walking with 
Handers: they are braſs aud iron; they. are all cor- 
rupters. The bellows are burned, the lead is conſumed 
of the fire; the founder melteth in vain : for the wicked 
are not plucked away. Reprobate ſilven ſhall. men call 
them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them.—-But, lo 
what a contraſt ! fake, O ford, again my ſhepherd, 
end againſt the man that is my fellow, .. ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, Smite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſball be 
ſcattered, and I will turn mine hand upon the little 
ones; and I will bring the third part through the fire, 
and cpill refine them as ſilver is refined, aud 1 try them 
as gold is tried. They ſhall call on my name, and I will 
hear them, I will jay, It is my people; and they ſhall 
ſay, Me Lord is my God. The righteous are the 
Lord's jewels and choice treaſure, his ele& and pe- 
culiar people; but he is angry with the wicked every 
day; they are obnoxious in his fight, the very off- 
| ſcourings and refuſe; and, as ſuch, baniſhed from his 
preſence. The former ſhall be ſtuds for his crown; 
the latter ſhall be ſtools for his feet.” Secker, Not 
that he is any reſpecter of their perſons; far from it: 
man, in his beſt eſtate, is altogether vanity: nor has he 
any thing in himſelf, the leaſt reſpectable, to attract 
the eye, or deſerye even the notice of infinite purity, 
In this particular the whole race ſtand upon a level; 
nor would there ever have been any difference among 
tem, if ſovereign love and almighty grace had 
not 
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not made it. They would all have remained under 


mercy, becauſe not free; not fair merchandiſe, be- 


the thing itſelf, and the objects to whom propoſed 


word, why he loves them, and will do all this for 
them, and not for others ; a reaſon that puzzles and 


T4} 


the power and curſe of fin; and all become a 
prey to vindictive juſtice; the very diſtinguiſhing 
peculiarity of the love of God is its diſintereſted- 
neſs and freeneſs! Rob it of that, and you mar it at 
once : it- then becomes a thing of traffic, and al- 
though invaluable in its nature, propoſed even to 
bankrupts and beggars to purchaſe ; which indeed 
would neither be mercy, nor fair merchandiſe ; not 


cauſe of the infinite diſtance and inequality betwixt 


for purchaſe. But herein is the love of God ma- 
nifeſted; not that we loved him, but that he firſt, 
and from all eternity, loved us; not that we ever 
fought, or thought of him, but that he ſent his ſon 
to ſeek and to ſave us; his love 1s love indeed! 
above all thought, and beyond all compariſon; 
he loves bond-ſlaves of hell, and makes them 
free; he loves the blind, and gives them eyes; he 
loves the deaf, and gives them ears; he loves the 
dumb, and gives them tongues; he loves black- 
moors, marries them, and makes them white; he 
loves aliens and outcaſts, brings them home, cloaths 
them, adorns them, and gives them the hearts, titles, 
and privileges of ſons and heirs! In a word, he loves 
them when dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and gives them 
ſpiritual and eternal life, all without money and with- 
out price; free as the air they breath, vaſt above all 
their defires, firm as the oath of God, and im- 
mutable as the eternal throne! And there 1s but one 
only reaſon God hath been pleaſed to give in his 


confounds all the wiſdom, philoſophy, and learning 
of the world; a reaſon indeed unaccountable and 
myſterious to themſelves, viz. Becauſe he will do i, 
for ſo it ſeemeth good in his fight, en = 

1 


L 43 1 

But let me here aſk a queſtion ; Is this ſame love 
univerſal and equally free to all intelligences ? and if 
ſo, how comes it to paſs, that all mankind, at leaſt, 
are not made acquainted with it ſooner, or later, 
during their abode on earth? why are any of them 
| ſuffered to die in fin, and drop into perdition ? why 

doth not the free ſpirit of love and power ſubdue their 
enmity, transform them into the image of Chriſt, 
and ſhed a portion of it abroad in their hearts? Are 
their names really written in the Lamb's book of tife, 
and muſt they be caſt into hell, to ſuffer the /e- 
cond death? Is heaven purchaſed for them as an in- 
heritance? and muſt they be turned into hell to 
purge away their tranſgreſſions? and is it likewiſe 
true, that the moſt notorious blaſphemers, perſe- 
cutors, and whoremongers have been ſaved and 
ſanctified in this life? and, others of the ſtricteſt 
deportment, and profeſſed. piety, buried in hell as 
rotten ſepulchres? Matt. xxiii. 27. Shall filthy harlots 
have their devils caſt out here; and muſt fooliſh 
virgins be caſt down to devils? Oh, man! how 
readeſt thou the ſcriptures? or underſtandeſt thou what 
thou readeſt? What will it profit you in the end, for 
thus ſetting the perfections of God at variance? all 
that you have got to ſay of the univerſality of his 
love and mercy, is the moſt opprobrious praiſe, 
unleſs you give equal glory to—and keep all his 
other attributes in, the {ſtricteſt harmony. Hence 
to aſſert, that he loves all, and ſaves but ſome of 
them in this life, is to diminiſh, if not altogether, 
to deny his wiſdom, power, and faithfulneſs ; but it 
is evident, that he did not love all, or all would 
have been fully and freely ſaved; For whom be 
did foreknow, he alſo did predęſtinate to be conformed 
to the image of his ſon, that he might be the ſinſt-bern 
among many brethren. And pray obſerve the rational 
and god-like chain of eternal truth; Moreover, _ 
15568 | 2 2 


* 

: „ Ul 4 1 

4 8 \ 1.9 

1 103 

carl j f 

17 1 i 
434: * 14 7 wt 
th 15 it 
= : 

it N 

tis 35 —— 

x % 

1 744 

{ + } 

1 4 

H =. 

v 1 

1. 1 

i ' 

t FÞ 4 

8 Ka! 

f * 2 ; 

; 14,108 

: B44 

+>, 

4 # { 

4 "a 

r 1 + 
* ry 

4 K#! 
i N 

\ tas. if 

* 

=. 

fi 

4 Bf 1 

. 1 

x 4 
. 

_ $ 1 

'$* 1 
. *, bt | . 
N "1 al 
+4 " (847 
7 > iy 5 i 
45 1 
3 9 
: IV > 1 
3 1 

Hy 

* Th ; 
: 8 5 
AN »; 

& L . 
T's ;, 9 
1 N 

** 

\ 6 

r 

; 4h 

a +420 
pre. 14 1 
1 

8 
1 2 

4 0 * 

8 * 

iT 2 

{+ "II" 

1 8 

N n 

* 1 4 1 

5 0 

th 7 

If 1 

n 

[0 
_ ie 
FX 
4+ "| 1 
11 E.+ 
'2 , 438 7 
LS 
5 if 38 g 
Fo Te- [74 * 
4 4 * 
1 
9 | 5 
= oY 
+ N 
x * 1 
55 42 "TY 
oP i; * 
BY g 
1; "+. 
v 1 
g . 437 
* 75 
ty 8 
i 1 
. 
I ts 
1 12 

1 i 

1 + * 
1 34 4 2% 
{ » £387 
: NN 
* 7 1 * 
i ks Y 
' . 
: * 
1 x * 
0 5 * 
. 
15 AS, 
5 . 
; 8 
1 b en 
by * a5 
i 'S XY 
2 ih Aa. 
+ 
Y q af 
n 1 
2 
! } 0 
1 J San. 
; ; k 
1 ; 8 
l Le #> , 
\ 
=, 
1 
745 ES. 
* 
D 
+4 Fo 
+5 18 
11 * * 
[ } 7 +. 
. 539 * 
7 4 - 
1. $A 
f:-F 
=. 
'S Ee * 
__ 
1 * 5 Es K 


* 
r 
2 x 


n . 
r ">_> bog + 
- Ty» AE + IRA 7 I 
Og CO ESE ²˙⸗ꝛꝛA a gn, 


the univerſal charity of the Deity; and the charity 


= 4 


de did n them be alſo called; and whim he 
called, them he alſo juſtified; (from all things) ani 
hom he juſtified, . he alſo glorified : they were ſet 
apart by God the Father, preſerved in Chri/?, till the 
day of his power, and then effetually called; called 
with an holy calling, and made mect for heavenly 
bleſſedneſs. Jude 1. Col. i. 12. And now, learned 
Sir, if there is the leaſt poſſibility for your doctrine 
to be true, I confeſs freely, I am loit in a pro- 
found maze ! and beg of you to rouze all the powers 
of your benevolent heart, to help me out; for three 
things here, at leaſt, muſt be reconciled, before my 
fooliſh brain can give it creed-room, viz. the above, 
and many other fimilar paſſages of ſcripture, with 


of the Deity with the damnation of the damned. 
Old Nicodemus never was more in the dark, reſpect- 
Ing the new birth, or more unable to change his own 
nature, than I am to ſee theſe things, or reconcile 
them together. 
But I ſhall now, more particularly, ander the laſt 
quotation, from which, all this may rather appear 
to be a digreſſion. And let us now turn our at- 
tention to the lower regions, and to the proceſs 
there carried on, (as. you obſerve) for ſubduing 
ſtubborn rebels, and making guilty ſpirits meet for 
glory! and I am really willing to have hell and dam- 
nation thoroughly and diligently ſearched for the 
ineſtimable jewel ſo much contended for, i. e. © the 
tt love and tender mercy of God.” But in traverſing 
fuch a gloomy ſhade, let us endeavour to leave 
carnal reaſon behind, and take the infallible word of 
truth for our guide, as the only true light that ſbinetßh 
in 2 dare place and let the judicious reader decide 
the point in debate, in favour of either party, ac- 
cording to the ſtrength and weakneſs, truth and fal- 
lacy, of the . in the following ſhort, but 
ſincere 


| L 4 
ſincere dialogue on that ſubject, that happened but 
very lately between a miniſter and his antagoniſt, and 
which J here take the liberty of introducing | 


A DI 1 U 


Antagoniſt. Rev. Sir, I hope you will excuſe the 
freedom of your humble queriſt, tor troubling you 


on the preſent occaſion. —I am informed, that you 


are an adept in the ſcience of © the Univerſal Reſto- 
ration,“ and, as ſuch, I would beg you to pro- 
duce ſome of your ſtrong reaſons for the converſion 
of the damned, and their forth-coming to eternal 
bliſs! + 5 | 
Miniſter. I am glad to fee you, and ſhall en- 
deavour to ſatisfy you; but let me aſk you, firſt 
of all, Are you well acquainted with the lovely cha- 


racter of the Deity, as one full of mercy, goodneſs, 
fatherly pity, love, clemency, kindneſs, benevolence, 


and univerſal charity? And do you know, that he is 
the God of all grace, the Father of all ſpirits, and 
the lover of all fouls? The ample proviſion made 
by Chriſt for all intelligences? and that he is the 


_ great attracting load- ſtone, that ſhall finally draw 


« all things to himſelf?” And that 
Antagoniſt. Hold, hold, Sir! I did not come to. 
hear you quibble about clemency, benevolence, and 
2 great attracting load-ftone, & c. Chriſt is a ſtumb- 
ling-ſtone, as well as a load -ſtone, and ſhall fall upon 
tus enemies, and grind them to powder !- But I aſk you, 
how ſhall damned fpirits in hell break off their chains, 
eſcape the wrath and curſe of God, be made holy, 
and get to heaven? % Do ar ol 
_ Miniſter, Gently, gently, thou hot-headed bluſter- 
ing zealot, I don't chuſe to have my feelings ruffled, 
and my mind agitated with ſuch frightful eloquence. 
 converſed lately upon this ſubje&t with ſeveral 
| perſons, 
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unfaſhionable, unwelcome, and uncouth expreſſion. 


bes 
KY 


the {pxit of Moſes and of Chriſt, of meekneſs and 


in our day, who is neither a. Jew nor a Chriſtian; 


[:446.,] 


perſons, both in America a Europe, and never 
had ſuch a horrid falute in my ears from any one 
of them! I could preach a- thouſand ſermons, and 
never alarm my auditory with ſuch an ungracious, 


Indeed, whether I ars. oppoſing, or oppoſed, I like 


baves; 
Antagoniſt. So ſ. ays many a Gſhipnable preacher 


and I ſuppoſe, lite them, you would rather be ac- 
counted a child of candour, than a ſon of thunder. 
But to the queſtion. 

Miniſter. Well, I fay, © the fire of hell ſhall be 
ce of great uſe to humble and ſubdue the ſtubborn 
. rebels, that ſhall be caſt into it.“ 

Antagoniſt. And who would dare to deny that; 
e every one that exalted himſelf againſ 
God upon earth, and died in his 1gnorance and 
pride, ſhall be humbled in hell with a witneſs! 

Miniſter. No, no, that is not what 1 mean. 
« Some fins are ſo daring as to provoke God, to 
te threaten, that they ſhall not be purged away in 
« this life; And perhaps their malignancy may be ſo 
« great, that nothing that can be uſed here is able to 
« ſubdue them.“ 

Antagoniſt. Rev. Sir, you aftoniſh me! Ts Chriſt 
really 2 the neceſſity of caſting any of his purchaſe 
into hell, becauſe his ſpirit is not powerful, and his 
blood efficacious enough to ſubdue and pardon their 
ſins? O, good. Sir, "call back your words, I pray 
vou; I'll venture to ſay, that there is not a redeemed 
finner in glory, but would give your ſentiment the 
lie, were he upon earth. I have read of a fin u 
death, or the fir againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which, 1 know, 
cannot be forgiven, neither in this world, nor that to 
come; but in the very ſame connection, it is ſaid, 


that all manner of fin and e ſhall (or may) bt 


forg! Ven 


'N 


r 


forgiven unto men, for he is able to fave to the very 


uttermoſt, and the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin. 
But if by that phraſe, nothing that can be uſed 


« here,” you intend the means of grace, and them 
ſimply, I readily grant what you fay to be true; the 
means of grace, without the power of God, are quite 


uſeleſs ; yet not ſo much from the malignant or ag- 
gravated nature of fin, as from the total deggavity f 


Cod that giveth the increaſe. Hence you may read, 


Knowing, brethren, beloved, your election of God for our 
Goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much afſurance, 1 Theſſ. 
1. 4. But the means never were intended for the 
converſion of all, or, no doubt, all ſhould be con- 
verted: the moſt hardened and obnoxious finners 
that ever hved upon the face of the earth, have been 
converted through the preaching of the Goipel ; and 
the moſt amiable characters of moral virtue, have 
counted it fooliſhneſs, and periſhed without its bleſ- 
ſings. Hence we read, that as many as were ordained 
to eternal life, beheving ; and Chrift himſelf told the 
Jews, Ye believe not in me, becauſe ye are not of my 

ep. And to the apoſtle Paul, on another occaſion, 
he ſaid, Be mot afraid, but ſpeak, for I am with thee, 
and no man ſhall hurt thee; for I have much people in 
this city, Acts xvii. 9. And I think, if all the 


means in this life ſhould leave them unſanctified, 


we have no ground to hope, that ever they ſhall ger 
under any other for that purpole in hell, but as he tree 
Falleth, there it ſhall be, Eccleſ. xi. 3. | 

Minifter. Your concluſion, on this point, rather 
weakens. than ſtrengthens your argument ; for the 
metaphor of the fallen tree can have no alluſion to 
the ſtate- of departed ſouls; © ſince a tree cut down 


* by its owner lies not long in the fame poſition in 
« which it falls, but is applied to various uſes, ac- 


cording to its fitneſs, and his pleaſure,” 


Antagoniſt. 
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ſinners ; Paul may plant, and Apollos Water, Mit is as -* 
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either notionleſs, or motionleſs in another ſtate; far 


more of theſe things in a ſpiritual ſenſe? Read 


4 have already given you my thoughts upon , 


terminate in the converſion and final glorification 
and tormented; they were fools, and their backs 


laſt —oh ! the bleſſed effects that ſhall follow 
& Every knee ſhall bow; every tongue {hall ſwear 


Antagoniſſ. V true, Sie; but the metaphor does 
not intend to convey the idea, that ſouls ſhall be 


from it: you know, as trees fall, ſo they remain, or 
fo they ſhall be, in the moſt important ſenſe ; i. e. 
if they fall barren, they never afterwards bear fruit, 
but may be cut up, and made coffins of, to hold the 
Totten carcaſcs of barren fouls, for ought J know. 
Now to ſtrip the metaphor, the ſenſe is obvious, 
via. that men dying #nholy ſhall remain upholy. Only 
Probe now, that we ſaw a gardener going to dig a 
tree up by the root, and ſhould aſk him what he meant 
to do with it, and he to reply, © Why, after all my 
# pruning and watering, this tree ſtill remains bar- 
ren; 1 am now going to ſet. blazing faggots to 
the root of it, with the expectation of having good 
0 fruit from it after all,” Sure, Sir, we might look 
upon him as a madman; and pray, do you profes 
to be a /abourer in God's vineyard, and yet know no 


carefully Matt. xv. 13, 14. Hell, I am perſuaded, is 
a {oil too hot for trees of righteouſneſs to grow in; and 
the wrath of God very unlikely to beget the fruits of 
love, peace, joy, meeknefs, patience, goodneſs, &c. 
Minister. I do not chuſe to dwell upon that point. 


therefore proceed. 
© Antagoniſt, Then let me aſk you, are there any 
means at all to be made uſe of in hell, that ſhall 


of the damned? 
Minifter. Yes, they ſhall * ſeverely chaſtiſed 


ſhall have the rod; they were deſerters from their 
Head General, and ſhall receive many laſhes, till at 


« and 


— 


- « of God the Father.” 


4 F- 
te and confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory 
Antagoniſt. Correction from the hands of God as 
a Father, remember, only belongs to Zion's ſons; 
and not to Tophet's fiends and baſtards! the former 
he corrects in love, that it may incite them to cleave. 
to him, and walk more in the light of his counte- 
nance; the latter are puniſhed in wrath, with everlaſting 
deſtruction from his preſence. But a-lack-a-day, Sir! 
J hope you are not ſo beſotted as to think, that 
« ſwearing, confeſſing, and bowing the knee in hell,” 
is either converſion, religion, or devotion ! and pray, 
does not this ſtrange view. of things depreciate the 
blood of Chriſt, their Saviour, and ſet aſide the 
work of the free ſpirit, even according to your own 
notion and ſentiments ? * 
Miniſter. Heaven forbid, that ever J ſhould in 
te the leaſt ſet aſide the merits of Chriſt, the effi- 
« cacy of his blood, or the ſaving operation of his 
« Spirit and Grace; their torments and forrows ſhall 
c bring them down; and, in the ſenſe of the Scrip- 
© ture, deſtroy them, and thus prepare them for the 
« renewing power of Chriſt,” _ "3. 
Antagoniſt. Indeed, Sir, but you have already ſet 
them aſide, as though he had been poſſeſſed of none; 
and I defy you to aſcribe any thing to the glory of 
his love, merits, and power whatever, while you 
hold, that any of the ſouls, he came into the world 
to ranſom, may be loſt! - But, oh ſtrange ! this laſt 
aſſertion is worſe than any that you have yet made. 
What! their torments prepare them for the power 
of Chriſt ? I have always underſtood, that the power 
of Chriſt is ſufficient of itſelf (being omnipotent) 
for the work of converſion, without ſuch a prepa- 
ration as that. Pray, Sir, did you' ever read of 
Saul's bloody errand to Damaſcus ? What torments 
or ſorrows did he endure, to make him meer for the 
power of Chriſt? Remember, he was an avowed 
| - 9 enemy 
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enemy to him, and all his followers; an injurious 
character, a moſt notorious blaſphemer, a erue} 
perſecutor, a proud phariſee, and, as ignorant of 
true religion, as a beaſt of the field ; but the power 
and grace of Chriſt made a beilfianc ſaint, and 
apoſtle of him, without being under the leaſt ne- 


ceſſity of ſending him to hell, and chains of dark- 


neſs, for a doſe of purging torments. Nay, the 
apoſtle even gloried in holding himſelf out as a 
pattern to the chief of ſinners, that, in his ſalva- 
tion, the efficacy of the power and blood of Chriſt, 
to ſubdue and pardon fin, might be ſeen and ad- 
mired, and never doubted or denied. Depend 
upon it, if Chriſt is not able and willing to fave in 
this world, he never can, nor will, in that to come; 
you are only blinding your poor credulous follow- 


ers, in aſſerting ſuch an unſcriptural, irrational, and 


« Do 


deluſive doctrine. 
Miniſter. Be that as it may, I have not fo EF} 


Rood the nature of hell's torments, as to give up the 
hopes ] entertain of their ſovereign SEE Ind c We 
read of the great number that no man could 


« number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
ce and tongues that came out of—not light afflic- 
c tions, which were but for a moment, but---great 
« tribulation ; that they waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and 
< were admitted into the divine preſence, as willing 
« ſubjects.” 

Antagoniſt. Affliction is no longer counted light, but 
as it is compared with eternal glory, therefore, theſe that 
we read of coming out of great tribulation, are from the 
earth, and not from bell; in perfect harmony this 
with the ſcriptures, and gives further evidence of 
the rottenneſs of your ſyltem. In the world pg 
Chriſt) ye foal! have Iribulation, John xvi. 33. And 
Acts xiv. 22. We muſt, through mich tribulation, enten 


the * ; and 2 Reiß! i. 4. Me glory in you for, 
your” 


Wo 
your patience and faith in all your perſecutions and tti- 
bulations, that ye endure. 1 | 
Your's is a pleaſing doctrine to feſh and blood, to 
the men at ea/e in their poſſeſſions; it tends to 
diſpel the dark clouds of impending wrath from the 
minds of guilty finners ; 1t darts a ray of hope into 
the hearts of bold blaſpheming deiſts, and deriders 
of ſacred truth; the reins may lie upon the neck 
of chambering and wantonneſs, rioting and mirth ! 
The young man may rejoice in the days of his 
youth, and let his heart chear him in the days of 
his youth, and walk in the luſt of his eyes; his 
pleaſures are but ſhort, like a flaſh of lightning, and 
his ſorrows ſhall be proportionable, like a clap of 
thunder. No creature's ſufferings whatever can 
be long, if eternity ſucceeds them; and none heavy, if 
a weight of glory crowns them ; therefore, good Sir, 
you have robbed hell of its terrors, and damnation of 
its eternity of horrors. Indeed, as you repreſent it, 
it is the broad way to heaven, and the very means 
of grace; for they ſhall have light in their darknefs, 
hope in deſpair, mercy in wrath, Healing in deſtruction, 
and the blood of Chriſt to waſh them from all their 
fins! O aſtoniſhing— 1 
Miniſter. Nay, hold! © It is expreſsly declared by 
_ © the prophet, in the name of God, that it is by the 
« blood of the covenant, that the priſoners are ſent 
« forth out of the pit, wherein there 1s no water.” 
See Zech. ix." 17. = 
Antagoniſt. I ſuppoſe, if Chriſt were perſon- 
ally upon the earth at this time, you would have 
inſolence enough to look him in the face, and per- 
vert his 2 oracles. Read the preceding verſe 
to that, And his dominion ſhall be from ſea even to ſea, 
and from the river even to the ends of the earth; As 
for thee, alſo, by the blood of thy covenant, I have ſent 
forth thy priſoners out of the pit, wherein is no water : 


Turn ye to the ftrong hold, ye priſoners of hope. This 
| * 7 
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to bring any out of it. 


fl 871 


is a pit, from which you muſt be delivered in this 


life; or elſe, J am perſuaded, you will find the pit 


of hell to be (What at preſent you are not aware of) 


a bottomleſs pit; and the blood of the covenant is 
a. ranſom to ſave ſinners from going down to it, not 


So, old Orthodox, Job 
underſtood the matter, chap. xxxiii. 24, I perceive, 


that all the arguments you can invent, and all the 


paſſages of ſcripture you can bring, are attended with 
the moſt groſs and irreconcileable abſurdities: my pa- 
tience is quite ſpent in hearing you. I beg to aſk you 
but one queſtion more, and that is, are devils to de 


the happy ſharers of hell's humbling ſanctifying rod? 


And although Chriſt did not zake their nature upon 


Him, yet is his benevolence and charity ſo great and 


univerſal, that he will eyen alter the very "courſe of 


ere itſclf-co fave them; and ſhall they alſo unite 
with the other claſs, in that ſtrange mode of worſhip, 


ee kneeling, ſwearing, confeſſing,” &c. 


2 
SP 
3 3 


Miniſter. Yes, moſt affuredly ; God is able, by 


his mighty Pwr, to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 


and in— | 
Antagoniſt, Able! Why I know he is able to 
acſtroy the ſouls and bodies of men, with devils and 


fiends in hell for evermore. 


Miniſter. Not fo haſty, thou paſſionate, narrow- 
hearted bigot ; ſince you have been in my company, 


I have conceited, leveral times, to have ſeen hell 


fire flaſhing in your eyes! You interrupted me, as I 


Was going to obferve, that, “In the diſpenſation of 


F© the fulneſs of times, he ſhall gather together in 
* one, all things in Chriſt. And having made peace 
ce through the blood of his croſs, ſhall reconcile all 
ce things to himſelf, whether they be things in earth 
aer things i in heaven.—And every creature which is 


ce in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 


* and ſuch as are in the ſea, heard . ſaying, 1 
ce anc 


a 


« and glory,” &c. What can be plainer and more 
decifive in favour of the univerſal reſtoration ? | 


Antagoniſt. I never would deſire better paſſages 


than theſe, to refute your whole ſyſtem at once; and 
remember, here is not one word of hell, or, things 
in it, nor any allufion that way. Nay, I am per- 
ſuaded, you have not read judiciouſly, the ſeveral 
connections wherein they ſtand, or you muſt have 
ſeen clearly, that they never were intended to con- 
vey any ſuch meaning, "= 


* 


cc jn Chriſt, and to reconcile all things to himſelf,” 
Kc. I ſuppoſe you will agree with me, that the 
all things here mentioned, are intelligent things, and 
not irrational; agreeable to Gen. xlix. 10. Unto 
him (Shiloh) hall the gathering of the people be. Then 
let me obſerve, that not only tae word a/l, is very 
often limitted in the ſcriptures, (ſome ſay in 500 
places) but the words all things frequently, and here 
particularly; alſo in the 22d verſe of the ſame 
chapter, And hath put all things under his feet, (yet 
none but his enemies) and gave him to be head over 
all things to his church, which is (not under his feet, 
but) his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. 
The gathering together in one, and reconciling all 
things to himſelf, 1s to make up and compleat this 
glorious myſtical body, of which Chriſt is the Head! 
and ſhall conſiſt of elect angels, as well as ſaints 
not that the angels ever ſtood in need of. reconci- 
lation; having never ſinned, they are in Chriſt 
clection and confirmation; and reconciled to him, 
only as it reſpects the election of grace, and purchaſe 
of his blood. They are all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter unto them, who ſhall be heirs of 
lalvation ; and they ſhall be gathered together out of 
_ every kindred, and tongue, and nation, according to 
Tia. xliii. 6, I will ſay to the North, Give up; and to 
the South, Keep not back: Bring my ſons from far, 
= | and 


And firſt. To gather together in one, all things 
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und my daugbters from the ends of the earth, not from 
the bortomlcſs pit! The heirs of ſalvation are quite a 
diſtinct people from the /ons of perdition, and children 
"of wrath. But ſtill more appoſite to this purpoſe is 
John xi. 52. This ſpate he (Caiphas) not of himſelf; 
but being high prieſt. that year, he prophefied, that Teſus 
' ſhould die for that nation ; and not for that nation only, 
but that alſo he ſhould gather together in one, the children 
" of God, that were ſcattered abroad. Pray oblerve, 
they are called the children of God before they are 
gathered; and they are gathered and reconciled, be- 
cauſe they are children. As it is written, God com- 

_ mendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were yet 


- 


x 
4 


finners, Chriſt died for us. Much more then, being 
"now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath, 
"through him. For if, when we were enemies, Wwe were 
reconciled to God, by the death of his Son; much more, 
being reconciled, we” ſhall be ſaved by his life. 
Again. By the phraſe, 7o reconcile all things to 
Himſelf, &c. cannot be underſtood all intelligences 
univerſally, for many reaſons, of the moſt ftubborn 
and irrefutable nature. Could we for a moment admit 
the words in that ſenſe, the apoſtle Paul muſt be 
looked upon as the moſt inconſiſtent writer that ever 
ved fince the days of Moſes ; he gives the lye to all 
the inſpired penmen, and to himſelf, in almoſt every 
chapter of all his epiſtles ! But this 1s not the caſe, for 
he frequently ſpeaks in this general way, where even com- 
mon ſenſe may tell us, that he is not to be underſtood 
in an unlimitted extravagant point of view, as, where 
he ſays, I pleaſe all men in all things, &c. 1 Cor. x. 33. 
If fo, without limitation, why did he make Felix 
. tremble? Why did he not prophecy ſmooth things 
to him, ſuch as, the © general reſtoration,” that would 
have pleaſed him at once; but he preached to him, 
and reaſoned with him of righteouſneſs, temperance, 
and judgment to come! eternal judgment, as it is 


called, Heb. vi. 2. He tells us, that charity 9 
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4 
all things, &c. yet we know true charity cannot en- 
dure to hear God's name blaſphemed, — to ſee truth 
exploded, or the Goſpel oppoſed. He himſelf could 
ſay, Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel, let him be accurſed! If any man 
Jove not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be accurſed! No 
doubt, the apoſtle well knew, that his words were 
liable to be miſunderſtod, or perverted, and therefore 
exhorts his ſon Timothy to ſtudy to ſhew himſelf ap- 
proved unto God, as a workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. This, 
however, is no part of your ſtudy ; if you can but 
catch at a few words, that ſound like general cha- 
rity, the patriarchs and prophets may fight and jar 
with the evangeliſts and apoſtles ; each one againſt 
another, and every one againſt himſelf, for aught 
you care, and the Bible may be the moſt abſurd and 
inconſiſtent book of any in the world. We have to 
thank ſuch craft as you, for the ridicule and con- 
tempt it meets with on that account, from men of 
corrupt minds, deſtitute of the truth. ; 
Bur the extent of this reconciliation may be 
known by the end it is intended to anſwer, and the 
bleſſed effects of which it is productive—lee the two 
verſes immediately following that now under conſi- 
deration : And you that were ſometimes alienated, and 
enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet now bath he 
| -reconciled in the body of his fleſh, through death, to pre- 
ſent you holy and unblameatble, and unreproveable in bis 
fight. And the ſame apoſtle to the Epheſians ſays, 
Wherefore, remember, that ye being in time paſt Gentiles c 
in ebe fleſh, who are called uncircumciſion, by that which 
is called the circumciſion in the fleſh made by hands; That 
| of that time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from 
he common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the co 
venants of promiſe, having no hope, and without God in 
| the world: But now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes. 
were far off, are made nigh, by the blood of Chriſt, For. 
Lies eg 
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221 is our peace, who hath made both (Jews and Gentiles ) 
one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
(not the great gulph of diviſion, mentioned in Luke 
xvi. 26.) Perron us, and that he might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the croſs, ee lain zhe enemy 
thereby, Eph. ii. 11— 22. 

And I may obſerve here, that all this bleſſed work 
of gathering into one body, and reconciling ſouls to 
| God. is tobe effected and finiſhed in this life, according 
to the firſt clauſe of Col. i. 10. That in the diſpenſation 
of the fulneſs of times, &C. i. e. Old and New Teſtament 
times, eternity can in no ſenſe whatever be called 
time, or times; eternity 1s eternity, and therefore 
damned ſpirits are utterly and eternally excluded. 

But again. Many are not even favoured with the 
means of reconciliation, which J look upon as a very 
deciſive argument againſt its univerſality. For how 
ſhall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
aud how ſhall they hear without a preacher ® And how 
ſhall they preach except they be ſent? as it is written, How 
| beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel if 
peace? and bring glad tidings of good things! Unto 
them Chriſt hath committed the miniſtry and word of 
reconciliation; they are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and 
ftewards of the myſteries of God: they are the moſt 
ineſtimable bleſſings (next to himſelf) that he can be- 
ſtow upon any people None but converted fouls 
know their worth, and none but damned fouls know 
the bitter effects of deſpiſing or oppoſing them! Hau 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Guſpe! 
of peace? how welcome, reviving, and eſtabliſhing, 
is their meſſage and doctrine! But Chriſt is as fove- 
reign. in beſtowing the Goſpel miniſtry upon any peo- 
ple, as he is with his own Spirit, blood, and righ- 
teouſneſs; to prove this point, ſee the Bible "all 
over. 

But let us for a moment look. forward to that 
dreadful and deciſive period! called by way of 


eminence, 


1 
eminence, *The Day of the Lord!” or © The Judg- 
ment of the Great Day! when he ſhall appear the 
ſecond time, without fin, unto ſalvation, and acknow- 
| ledge the objects of his love and choice, before all in- 
telligences and worlds! and to fix unalterably and 
eternally, the ſtate and place of ſaints and angels, 
devils and men. Impartial and eternal judgment ſhall 
be paſſed on every enemy of God, and eternal dam- 
nation ſhall be the portion of their cup. _ : 
Alt nations and people ſhall be gathered before 
him, ſmall and great, not a ſingle individual ſhall be 
able to abſcond ; the ſea and the dry land, death and 
hell, the moſt obſcure receſſes of nature, ſhall all 
faithfully deliver up their dead; not to be gathered 
together 1n one, and reconciled to Chriſt; for he ſhall 
ſeparate them, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 
the goats, Matt. xxv. 32—46. © Gather my ſaints 
te together unto me, thoſe that have made a covenant 
ec with me by ſacrifice.” They, as the precious, ſhall 
be ſeparated from the wicked as the vile. Jer. xv. 19. 


1 Here, on the right, the weſtern hemiſphere, 

© Bleſſed with th' auſpicious ſmiles, 

«« Refleted all the milder glories of Immanuel, 

* And ſhed a luſtre, and diffuſed a joy 

"© Unknown on earth, ſince man's tranſgreſſion. | 
There, on the left, a pitchy cloud hung low and dreadful ! 
% Darkneſs that might be felt, | 

'*« Diſtinguiſhed that devoted region. 

*© The lightnings flaſhed ! and diſtant thunders growled! 
The void between expoſed the bar of God, 

«© With all the awful pomp 

Attendant on the dread tribunal !” | 


Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on the right hand, 
Come, ye- bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world. Then 

ſhall be ſay unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, 

De curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil _ 
* | I is 
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his angels; ; and theſe ſhall go atoay into everlaſting Puniſh 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal ——Again. The 
| kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was caſt into the 


fea, and gathered of every kind; fo fhall it be at the end 


of the world: The angels ſhall come forth and ſever the 
wicked from the juſt, pint ſhall caſt them into the furnace 
of fire: there ſhall be wailing and gnaſbing of teeth: 


Jeſus ſaith unto them, have ye underſtood all theſe things? 


They ſay unto him, Yea, Lord, Matt. xii. 47—52. 
And pray, Sir, how long have you been at the 
ſchool of carnal wiſdom, ever-learning, yet never 


able to come to the knowledge of this "plain truth ? 


They ſay unto him, Yea, Lord; but I ſuppoſe your 
anſwer would have been, © Nay, Lord; I view things 
« in a far more benevolent light.“ 

Miniſter. I deſpiſe all your inſolent interrogations 
and ſneers, and look upon them as the fruits of pro- 
found 1gnorance. I am perfectly ſatisfied with my own 
creed, and well fortified againft all your cruel, un- 
charitable, and unmerciful ſentiments. At the "ſam 
time, I cordially agree with the diſciples of our Lord 
that the wicked ſhall be ſeparated from the juſt, and 
caſt into the furnace of fire, therefore go on to the laſt 
paſſage of my argument, and conclude, for I am fick 
of your company. | 

Antagoniſt. Why, to be ſure, the 1 be⸗ 
tween them and you in this particular, is ſo trifling, 
that a man with no eyes would rather be at a loſs to ſee 
it; as it happens to be but two letters, and I ſuppoſe 


you think, that the taking away bur two letters from 


one branch of God's truth, cannot be attended with a 
very great plague, or a vers, heavy curſe, Rev. xxii. 18. 
Now, reverend Sir,- you hold, that the fire of that fur- 
nace is guenchable ; but they held, and all his faithful 
miniſters {till hold, that it is guenchable ; that is all 
the difference. But to proceed, | 

And ever y creature which is in heaven, FREY in the 


earth, and in the ſea, & c. Rev. v. 13. I ſhall by no 
| means 


E 
cans whatever attempt-to limit the praiſes of God 
and the Lamb ; for they certainly ſhall be boundleſs 
and univerſal from every creature, of every deſcription, 
rank, and region, nothing that ever lived or came into - 
being, but mall glorify him one way or other, as his in- 
finite wiſdom and pleaſure ſhall direct. Avery wiſe man 
once faid, (and left it in record for our inſtruction) The 
Lord hath made all things for himſelf; yea, even the 
wicked for the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4. Frightful 
words to be ſure, and have thrown many a carnal L mind 
into the moſt violent agitations of perplexity and paſ- 
fion. A beautiful deſcription of his univerſal prajſes 
you have in Pſalm cxIvin. allo xcvi. 11. Let the hea- 
duns rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the ſea roar, 
and the fulneſs thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all 
that is therein: then ſhall the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord; for he cometh to judge the earth, &c. 
But, jf you take the words in another ſenſe, viz. 

intelligent creatures and ſpiritual praiſes, they ſerve 
my purpoſe equally as well; and, pray Sir, obſerve, 
here is not one ſingle word mentioned of hell, or the 
creatures in it ; not a ſyllable of converſion, juſtification, 
ſanctiſication, or redemption tor loſt ſpirits ; you have 
got all theſe things to find them, betore you can with 
any propriety attempt to cram ſpiritual ſongs down 
their throats; therefore this paſſage ſhuts them out 
entirely, or takes no notice of them at all. Upon the 
whole, Sir, I really am aſtoniſhed at your------ I was 
going to ſay, ignorance, but I can hardiy allow my- 
ſelf to fayour it "with ſuch a gentle odium ; it muſt be 
ſomething worſe than ignorance, for it requires both 
wiſdom and malice to pervert the oracles of God as 
you have done; and yet you profeſs to be an evan- 
geliſt, and mini of the New Teſtament! More 
amazing ſtill ! had it not been for the colour of your 
cloth, and the white band under your chin, I ſhould 
never (from your manner of reaſoning) have ſuſpected 
your pretenſions to that character. kt is evident to 
3 . 
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me, however, - that you deſpiſe and endeavour” to 
overthrow the ſcriptural accounts of God's love to his 
people, and his juſtice in the eternal damnation of 


his enemies. You have likewiſe formed every falſe 


notion imaginable, of the deſign, nature, and effects 
of Hell Torments ; nay, I am perſuaded, you really 
do not mean to preach hell at all, although you ſay 
you do. It muſt be purgatory you mean. Purgatory - 
1 ſay; the Place where the old Romiſh bawd keeps her 


"Totten proſtitutes: your benevolent ideas of hell, and 


her moſt holy ideas of purgatory, ſhould never be 
found in ſeparate creeds. Reverend Sir, I have uſed 
great plainneſs of ſpeech ; I thank you for your atten- 
tion and trouble; 30 although your antagoniſt, I with 
you a nd, and fincere farewell. 

Exp of the DIALOGUE, 


From page 55 to 62, you have paraphraſed away 
(as well as you could) the puniſhment annexed to 
the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, with as little of his 
influence, I ſhould ſuppoſe, as bey that committed 
the ſin ve or Simon Magus, when he wanted to 
purchaſe his gifts with money. 

You have ſtated it, as an objection to your ſcheme, 


in avery formidable manner, I grant ; you acknow- 


ledge it to be a great ſin, and you expreſs a kind of 
aſtoniſhment at the dreadful threatenings, miſery, and 
ſo on. But the queſtion is, (ſay you, page 57) 


« Shall there ever come a time when the ſecond death, 


e or lake of fire, ſhall no more exiſt?” A little farther 
on you add, „ ſhall therefore labour this point 2 
'* httle ; and if 1 ſhould be ſo happy as to prove, to 
* your ſatisfaction, the total deſtruction of death, 
c it will anſwer many objections as well as this.“ 


I think, a clearer evidence of the hypocriſy and en- 


mity of a man's heart, againſt God an truth, cannot 


well be given, than to ſee him, firſt of all, "I a. 
plain 


1 6: J 


plain, Cul; poſitive, ſtubborn fact, and in ſuch a 


light, perhaps, as to carry with it demonſtration and 
conviction to the mind and judgment, of its reaſona- 
bleneſs and propriety ; and yet, for the ſake of ſome 
curſed tenet, to ſearch the ſcriptures, and reaſon from 
them, wreſt and pervert them, till the very chief and 
primary end of that truth is entirely overthrown. So 
1t is here, nothing can be more plain and poſitive than 
that the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is of an unpardona- 
ble nature; the Great Author of revelation and re- 
demption hath left it upon record, that it hath no for- 
giveneſs, never, (in time nor eternity) neither in this 
world, (which includes the whole of time) neither in 


the world to come, (which is the eternal world). A ſuffi- 


cient anſwer I ſhould think, to your irreligious queſtion, 
c Shall there ever come a time when the ſecond death, 
* or lake of fire, ſhall no more exiſt ?” But you ſeem 
to be entirely ignorant of the diſtinction that is made, 
and ſhould be obſerved betwixt time and eternity, 


and have blended and jumbled them together any. 


how. Hence (in page 175) you talk of a grand 


Jubilee that ſhall arrive, perhaps, within 50, ooo years 


from the creation, when the damned ſhall all 'be 
faved, death deſtroyed, and the lake of fire put out, 
&c. But ſuch a wild enthuſiaſtical notion has no 
countenance from ſcripture; it would better by far 
become the imagination and ſong of a raving gBedlamite, 
than the ſyſtem of a profeſſed evangeliſt ! | Tt is an 1dea 


that no where exiſts but in the brain of ſome poor mor- 


tal, either out of his right mind, or under ſome ſtrong 

deluſion of the old ſerpent. 

Fears and periods belong to time, and not to eter- 
nity. Time is a creature, a thing finite, created, or 

brought into exiſtence, for the means of bringing 

| about the eternal purpoſes, councils, and decrees, of 

Jehovah, who inhabiteth eternity! : 4 is only kept 


in being during the ſovereign pleaſure of his will, to 
fallen 


* 


fallen intelligences. Time is not yet 6,000 years 
old, and was reckoned on its laſt legs almoſt 1,800 
years ago, Heb ix. 26. Jude 18. and if tbe end of 
all things was at hand in the apoſtle Peter's day, 
r Pet. iv. 7. there can be but a very few years to 
come now. Yet a little while and it ſhall no longer 
have a name nor being (although perhaps a bitter re- 
membrance) in God's univerſe, The things which 
are ſeen (lays the apoſtle) are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are eternal, Now, Hell Torments 
for a certain number of years or ages, according tq 
your notion, can neither be «called temparal nor eter- 
nal; not temporal, becauſe not real nor true, but 
a poſitive fiction and falſhood ; and not eternal, be- 
cauſe, if only for a number of years, it comes among 
tbe things which are ſeen and are temporal: it is an ab- 
ſurdity, take it which way you will. 
But you ſay, ©& I ſhall therefore labour this point 
« alittle.” i. e. to make the ſcriptures contradict 
one another! Now, in Matt. xii. 32. we read, Vo 
ſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be for- 
given bim, neither in this world, neither in the world ta 
come. St. Mark faith, iii. 29. He bath never forgiveneſs, 
ut is in danger of eternal damnation. St. Luke faith, 
Xi}. 10. I ſhall not be forgiven. St. Paul, It is impoſſible 
to renew them again to repentance. St. John, iſt epiſ. v. 16. 
There is a fin unto death: I do not ſay that he ſhall pray 
for it. But the apoſtle Wincheſter ſays, in oppoſition ta 
them all, © I ſhall labour the point a little.” Such 
labour, I am perſuaded, would better become the 
character of a Deiſt, than a profeſſed advocate for 
revelation. But let us juſt briefly view the paſſages 
you have brought ro deſtroy this important point ; 
for J perceive, as they ſtand in their ſeveral connec- 
tions, they are perfectly harmonious with the truths 
u have endeavoured to explode and give us to ſee 


chat you have really laboured the point in vain. js 
| fir 


1 63 ] 
firſt half verſe you have ſtole is from Iſaiah, xxv. C. 
« He will ſwallow up death in victory, and Adonat 
« Jchovah will wipe away tears from off all faces,” 
But why was you afraid of the reſt of the paſſages. 
And the rebuke of his people fhall.he take away from off 
all the Earth, And it 2 be ſaid in that day, Lo, this is 
our God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave us: this 
is the Lord, we have waited for him; we will be glad aud 
rejoice in his ſalvation; and Hoſ. xiv. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
Heb. ii. 14. and Rev. xxi. 4. And God ſhall wipe 
« away all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be 
«© no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither 
« ſhall there be any more pain ; for the former things 
« are paſſed away.” This paſſage includes the ſub- 
ſtance of the others. But pray look back to the 25 
and xivth, Aud death and hell were caſt into the 
fire. This 1s the ſecond. death. And whoſoever was: 4:4 
found written in the book of Ii ife, was caſt into the lake 9 
fire. Now look forward to the 8th verſe of the xxift: 
But the fearful and unbelieving, &c. ſhall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimftone. Pray, 
Sir, at your leiſure, read carefully Matt. xii. 32—37, 
with Rev. xxii. 18, 19. But in page 60, you would 
fain inſinuate that God's victory over Satan, and the 
abounding of grace over fin, will never be compleat, 
unleſs it is all finally fubdued and pardoned. © Nei- 1 
« ther (ſay you) would death and hell be ſilent 
God ſhall aſk the great queſtion, O death where" > 
« thyſting? O grave (or hell) where is thy vittory 
Pray, Sir, who told you that God ſhall ever aſk Tack 


tore. See the laſt clauſe of Eph. iv. 14. 

Page 62. © Friend, I muſt confeſs you have 
given me greater ſatisfaction, in this inſtance, at 
* leaſt, than ever I had before, or ever expected to 
* have while I lived. But pray how is it that 
can ſo readily anſwer all theſe objections, which to 


a queſtion of death and hell? I never heard of it bes 25 
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Sir, 


Fo 1} 


ne, rac appear ſo difficult, and that apparently without 


* any premeditation, and with ſo much ſeeming 
« eaſe?” Quere. Was there ever a man fo com- 
pletely duped as to aſk you ſuch a queſtion ? or was 


it only the effects of your own ignorance, pride, and 


ſelf⸗ conceit? 
Page 65. When the evidence of this moſt glorious 


t truth firſt began to appear to my mind, I was deter- 


« mined never to believe or profeſs it, until I could an- 


c ſwer every objection that could be brought from the 
£ ſcriptures againſt it, fairly, and without any tor- 


te turing or twiſting the words of truth; and it pleaſed 
* God ſo to open matters to my view, as to take 
“ every objection out of my mind, and to clear up 
« every doubt, in ſuch a manner, that I have full ſatis- 
« faction. A glorious truth dare you call it? and a 


_ molt glorious truth? is it not rather the moſt mon- 


ſtrous abſurdity that ever was hatched ? the moſt ri- 
diculous, unſcriptural, inconſiſtent, and pernicious 
ſyſtem of deluſive nonſenſe that ever any heretic had 
the infolence to broach ? If the word of God be true 
it is, for there is not one plain paſſage for it from 
Geneſis to Revelation; nor one tair argument for it 
in all your book; no, not one; but an artful, tor- 


Turing, twiſting, wreſting og, perverting, evading, add- 


to, and diminiſhing from the word of truth, from 


Seginning to end. Never did the old ſon of perdi- 
ion at Rome labour and ſweat harder to make the 


ptures preach popery, than you have to make 

reach © the univerſal reſtoration.” I hope, 
if you continue in your ſentiments, you will be 
fo conſiſtent as to aſſume ſome other name and cha- 
racter than that of a ſervant and miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt ; for your ſtrength and talents are laid out to 


ſerve his enemies, and not his friends ; you ſtudy 


and labour for the devil's thoroughfare in hell, and 


Hat for his cane and vineyard upon earth. There 


1 2 may 


1 


may be ſome men, for ought I know, that chuſe to 
tend a herd of goats or ſwine, rather than a flock of 
ſheep and lambs ; but you cannot with any propriety 
whatever call them ſhepherds! _ 
In page 67, the impaſſable gulph comes under 
our conſideration, Luke xvi. 26. And beſides 
« all this, between us and you, there is a great gulph 
« fixed; ſo that they which would paſs from hence to 
« you cannot; neither can they pals to us, that would 
« come from thence.” “ 0 5 
This is ſuch a formidable objection againſt the re- 
ſtoration ! that all the men on earth, and all the devils 
in hell, will never be able to get over it, under it, nor 
through it; “a great gulph, wide and deep, fixed 
by omnipotence, firm as the hills of braſs, and irre- 
moveable as the throne of God! But, oh! how void 
of the fear of God muſt that man be ! and how rooted 
the enmity of his heart! or how ſtrong the deluſion 
of his mind, and diſordered his brain! or elſe, how 
reſolute and undaunted in the ſervice of fin and hell! 
that would attempt to break through this boundary, 
chis impaſſable gulph of ſeparation and diviſion be- 
tween heaven and hell! A great gulph fixed; and fo 
fixed as to cut off all fellowthip and communication 
between glorified and damned ſpirits ; So that they 
which would paſs from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they paſs to us that would come from thence. 

Miniſter. I believe, that with men it is impoſ- 
* ſible; but with God all things are poſſible : and . 
© believe, that Jeſus Chriſt was not only able to pals, 
© but that he actually did paſs that gulph, which was 
_ © 1mpaſſable to all nen, but not to him.” 

I was going to queſtion you upon this point, and 
maintain the abſolute impoſſibility of any man 1n his 
ſenſes believing ſuch an evident lie, till I juſt recol- 
lected, 2 Theſ. ii. 11. from which it is plain, and eaſy 
to be accounted for, why a man may believe many 
things without any foundation whatever. And he 

+ : 4 aſſures 


C6}. 


| 1 aſſures St. John that he had paſſed! it; and not only 
& ſo but that he had the keys of the ſame in his — 
60. ſeſſion, Rev. i. 18. And St. Peter informs us, 
d that he being put to death in the fleſh, but quick- 
c ened by the Spirit, by which alſo he went and 
« preached to the ſpirits in priſon,” &c. And from 
theſe words it is evident to you, that Jeſus paſſed the 
— opened the gates of hell; made the way to 
paſſable; and, "doubtleſs, God himſelf acceſſa- 
4 6 al intelligences !---Very well. 
Now - obſerve, the great gulph is fixed between 
heaven and hell, and not between the earth and hell; 
then the queſtion is, if ever Jeſus went to hell at all 
in any capacity whatever, from what place did he go 
to hell? and to what place did he return from hell 
again? Page 68, you tell us, that his Spirit, or foul, 
went, while his body lay in the grave; i. e. he went 
from the earth to hell, and came back from hell to 
the earth again. I ſuppoſe he only went to preach 
for ſome lazy clergyman there, and came back as ſoon 
as his ſermon was over. 
Your name is Elhanan Wincheſter ; and, to eluci- 
date this point a little, let me juſt for a moment di- 
vide it into two parts. Now .Elhanan fays, © I be- 
«.-lieve that Jeſus Chriſt not only could, but actually 
«. did paſs the great gulph, between heaven and hell.” 
But Wincheſter ſays, © I poſitively deny it, Jefus 
« Chriſt never paſſed the guͤlph, for he did not go 
« from heaven to hell at all; but from the earth to 
« hell, where there is no gulph fixed, conſequently 
„ none to pals.” 4 houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot 
and; Wincheſter, however, muſt certainly be in 
the right, for there can be no gulph between earth 
and hell, or how ſhould Satan come abroad, to 
wander to and fro upon the earth? and how ſhould 
the wicked go to their own place when they dic! 
Palm 1 Ix. 17. 
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cc By 


er By which alſo he went and preached to the Spiz | 
« rits in priſon,” &C. i. e. you tell us, the ſoul or 
Spirit of Chriſt, in its diſembodied ſtate, went and 
| preached to damned ſpirits in hell: and here we ſee 

the glorious, myſterious, and hypoſtatical union of our 
incarnate God and Saviour, at once diſſolved! viz. his 
Godhead in Paradiſe, his ſoul in hell, and his body 
in the grave. Be it fo, and let us ſee how much it will 
argue in your favour. © By which alſo he went and 
rs preached to the ſpirits in priſon.” Nay, let us 
take the words in a perverted ſenſe at once, and let 
them be read thus: © By which alſo he went into 
« priſon, and preached to the Spirits.” Now, pray, 
what did he preach to them, ſalvation or damnation ? 
Which? Oh, ſay you, ſalvation, to be ſure. “ For 
« this cauſe was the Goſpel preached alſo to them that 
« are dead, that they might be judged according to 
« men in the fleſh, but live according to God 1n the 
„Spirit.“ A more glaring perverſion of ſcripture 
has not yet occurred to me in all your book! I think 
if ſome of Paul's words and ſayings are wreſted by the 
unlearned, becauſe hard to be underſtood, a great pro- 
feſlor of learning hath here* wreſted and perverted 
ſome of Peter's, that may be underſtood with the 
greateſt eaſe, if the whole connection is but judi- 
cioufly conſulted. 

I ſhall here briefly view the words i in two different 
ſenſes, viz. what I judge to be the ſcriptural and un- 
ſcriptural: 

iſt, © For this cauſe, (or to this end) was the Gol- 
e pel preached to them that are dead,” i. e. dead with 
Chriſt, or dead in Chriſt; Je are dead (ſaith Paul) 
and your life is hid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. 
ii. 20. Gal. ii. 19, 20. Rom. vi. 2, 8, 11. Bleſſed are 
the dead that die in the Lord. The dead in Chrift ſhall 
riſe jirſ?, &c. © that they might be judged,” con- 
demned, deſpiſed, and their names caſt out, as evil, | 
EK 2 * and 
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do bliſs and glory, © according to men in the fleſh.” 


ment of ſpiritual things, and therefore they judge 


fanatics (by. the world) for her fake. They think it 
range (ſaith St. Peter in the preceding verſe but one 
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te that are dead (or damned) that they might be 


| preached : and till (oh myſterious nonſenſe J) if this 


be judged, and even condemned, yet they are to 
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and looked upon as the fil f the earth, and the off. 
* F all things; not by Chriſt at the laſt day, 
but by Satan, the great accuſer of the brethren and 
his ſervants, now in this life, during their pilgrimage 


Ye are not in the fleſh, but in the Spirit, ſaith Paul to 
the Romans. Me are in him that is true, faith St. John, 
even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and there is uo condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chrift Jeſus, Rom. viii. 1. But 
natural men, or men in the fleſh, have no diſcern- 


of believers in Chriſt only as men in the fleſh, like 
themſelves. Nay, indeed, Chriſt himſelf was judged 
according to a man, in the fleth, Matt. xi. 19. Be- 
held 'a man glutinous and a wine vibber, a friend if 
publicans and finners ; but wiſaom is juſtified of ber 
children; and her children are judged to be fools and 


to that now under notice) that ye run not with them 
into the ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking evil of you for 
righteouſneſs ſake, © but live according to God in 
the Spirit.“ Spiritual and eternal life, ſound princi- 
ples, and holy affections, are the firſt cauſe, chief end, 
and bleſſed effects of the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 

2dly. Let us take the words in your ſenſe: © For 
te this cauſe was the Goſpel preached alſo to them 


„ judged (by God at the laſt day) according to men 
* in the fleſh (as though they had heard it while in the 
* fleſh) but live to God in the ſpirit.” So then, ac- 
cording to your notion of things, God will not be able 
to judge any at laſt, but thoſe to whora the Goſpel was 


is the true ſenſe of the paſſage, although they are to 


live according to God in the ſpirit!!!” 
« He 


[ 69 1 
2 540 He went and preached to the ſpirirs in priſon ; on 
but, for the ſake of illuſtration, let us admit the ab- 
furdity as a fact, and pray how did he preach? to 
them and among them „Partially or umverſally ? Did 
he go over all the regions of darkneſs and deſpair ? 
Did he viſit them all, in their very low and loſt eſtate, 
with ſalvation and converting Grace? Was there an 
univerſal gathering together of all the hoſts of hell to 
our Shiloh | pl: Did he leave none, no not ſo much as 
one without a bleſſing ? And pray, before he took his 
leave of them, did he appoint and eſtabliſh a Goſpel 
miniſtry among them? for no doubt he knew that 
many would be caſt into priſon after his departure, that 
would ſtand as much in need of the Goſpel as thoſe to 
whom he preached ; and for this purpoſe did he give 
to ſome apoſtles, ſome prophets, evangeliſts, teachers, 
and paſtors, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edi- 
tying of the body, till they all come to the purity and 
unity of the faith? &c. Without all theſe things, 
alas! Sir, he went and preached to the ſpirits 1 in ; 
fon to very little purpoſe. 
But I can hardly allow myſelf to believe gd it was 
the Goſpel he preached to them, for another reaſon, 
which I ſhall juſt mention. I perceive that Elhanan 
and Wincheſter are divided about the character and 
capacity of the preacher : Elhanan fays, page 67, 
that * it was Jeſus Chriſt that paſſed the gulph, and 
« went and preached to the ſpirits in priſon.” If ſo, 
they had a glorious preacher indeed! the very biſhop 
and archbiſhop of all ſouls! the great myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God in the fleſh !--- the Mediator between: 
God and man, (yet not between God and devils)--- 
the Meſſiah and Meſſenger of the covenant. But 
Wincheſter ſays, (page 68,) © That it was only the 
« foul or Spirit of Chriſt, in its diſembodied ſtate, 
« that went and preached to the ſpirits in priſon!“ 
Only the ſoul, alas ! only the 3 then he did not 
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ee 
g0 into priſon in his mediatorial character Alas 
Alas! Oh well-a-day ! the golden dream is vaniſhed ! 
and the cunning trick diſcovered. 

Yet, good Sir, I would not have you deſpair of 
getting a paſſage through the gulph after all ; a little 
more torturing, and a little more twiſting and pervert- 
ing of the ſcriptures may do great things for you; 
fince you diſcover none of the dove's innocency, you 
mult ſtudy to get a little more of the ſerpent; s ſub- 
tilty. 

From page 77 to 97, you have dial very 
hard to get your friend and brother, the Rev. Judas 
Iſcariot out of his own place, for which kind office 
you will never get ſo much as his empty thanks. 

You would fain make us believe, that you view 
this Caſe as an objection of no weight at all againſt 
your benevolent ſcheme ; no wonder, indeed, for you 
feem to. be entirely ignorant of the whole circum- 
ftances of his lite, actions, and miſerable end. You 
have took no notice of his horrid hypocritical cha- 
racter; you have but very meekly touched upon 
his unparalleled crime, and reſpecting his future 
puniſnment. Oh! what a picture of carnal bene- 
volence, and univerſal charity! (Page 80,) * And 
« who (i. e. Judas) muſt probably have his portion 
ce in the ſecond death.” So then you have brought 
the damnation of this vile apoſtate ar laſt to a pro- 
de bably only!” A mere probably! an empty pro- 
bably! an uncertain probably! Was there ever ſuch 
a.daring inſult made upon the prophets and evan- 
geliſts? Was there ever ſuch a bold contradiction 
to the Lord of life and glory, whom Judas, the ſon 
of perdition, berrayed into the hands of his mur- 
derers? Was there ever ſuch a groſs impoſition 
made upon the underſtandings of wayfaring men! 
or even upon little ſchool boys, who can but juſt 


read the New 0 2 Hell can probaby match 
' ſuch 


E FR 8 
the prince of devils, can do no more. 


« woe to that man by "whom the Son of man 18 


tc had not been born.” In order to ſqueeze the 
bitter dregs of woe and horror out of this paſſage; 


reſpectable light, and hopeful condition, you have 
inſtanced the circumſtances of Job and Jeremiah 
their ſorrouful exclamations and inveighings againſt 


1118. But what in the name of God and truth 
have either Job or Jeremiah to do with Judas? 


rious hypocrite, the moſt covetous idolater that 
ever ſneaked beneath a religious maſk; the moſt 
abandoned apoſtate, and /on of perditicn, that ever 
appeared under the Goſpel diſpenſation? Job was 
the moſt amiable character of his day, perfect and 
upright, one that feared God, and cſchewed evil ;—Judas 
had no fear of God 8 his eyes. Job was a ſin- 
cere and humble worſhipper of God ;—Judas paid 
his adoration to gold. — Job was in the furnace of 
affliction; from the very D of honour, af- 
fluence and eſteem, to the very loweſt ebb of human 
miſery! ſurrounded wit Aelolation ! bereft of a 
ſocial offspring! full of inward anguiſh ! yea, from 
being the richeſt man of the caft, he became a 
tempred and tormented beggar on a dunghill ! Judas 
Was in no ſuch trouble. Job could bleſs God as the 
taker, as well as the giver of gifts;—Judas was 4 
thief, carried the bag, and ſold the Lord of all 
riches for thirty pieces of ſilver. —Job was only mo- 
leſted by the devil; Judas was poſſeſſed of the devil, 
and was himſelf a devil. In a word, Job was a be- 


Was 


: fuch inſolence ; but I am perſuaded that Beelzebub, | 
cc The Son of man goeth, as it is written, bat. 


« betrayed ; it had been good for that man, if he 


and to make your friend Judas appear in a more 
the day of their birth, &c. Job iii. 2 Jer. XX. 


What, I ſay, have theſe men of eminent piety, _ 
and zeal for God, to do with Judas, the noto- 


hever in Chriſt, and heir of ſalvation ; but Judas 


. . Was * betrayer 1 Chriſt, Amt 15 empharicilly 
— Hiled rhe fon of perdition!---he was left and loſt in 
> HFfe-—he was his own murderer in death, and went 
to his own place, that the ſcriptures might be fuljilled. 
But lo! here lies the very ſtrength and ſoul of the 
argument. Whatever Job and Jeremiah ſaid of 
chemielves, and their gloomy birth day, (as they 
then apprehended it) did not at all affect their future 
N But he who ſees throughout eternity at 
one view! and who, with the Father and Spirit, decreed 
the ſtate and place of every being; He that ſhall fir 
with ſuch pomp and myeſty on the great white throne 
at the laſt great day! He it was that ſaid, reſpecting 
Judas, Good for that man, if he had not been born; 
and depend upon it, he meant what he ſaid, and 
could ſpeak with the moſt undoubted certainty and 
r-uth. Quere. Which of theſe two is the moſt 
| horrid crime, to betray the word incarnate, or the 
word inſpired? And if a man is wicked enough to 
do either, will by not do both ? 
Page 119, © Thoſe who venture to contradict 
* their Maker, and fay, that he will contend for 
ever, and be always coratb, ought to be able at leaſt 
* to give as good reafon why he will, as he has aſ- 
9 ſigned, why he will not. Certainly they ought ; 
but the words for ever and always, as they occur 
in your book, have the moſt dark and dubious ſig- 
nification ; explain. them firſt, and 1 ſhall endea- 
vour to produce you a ſatisfactory reaſon after- 
wards. 
Page 150, A very ſenſible Deiſt who I have ſeen, 
« ſaid to an acquaintance of mine, who preached 
« the univerſal doctrine, Had J been acquainted 
« with your ſyſtem 30 years ago, I ſhould have 
« been a zealous Chriſtian, and as great a friend to 
< revelation, as I have been an enemy.” TI ſhould 


have known this to be the language of a Deiſt, if 
Bp | you 
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make ſuch a ſpeech; none but Deiſts, I am per- 


ſuaded, preach your doctrine; and none but Deiſts 
can believe it. It is every way ſuited to the cor -- 


rupt heart, profane life, and guilty conſcience of a 


Deiſt ; doubtleſs, in a little time, your ſynagogue+ 
will ſwarm with Deiſts; © a ſenſible Deiſt” would 

have been a zealous Chriſtian (without faith). But 
a-lack-a-day,” he did not hear of your doctrine in _ 


time! O what a : pity! He would have been a 
more ſenſible Deiſt than ever; he would have been 
one of our baptized infidels as the poet calls 


them. 


I muſt now abruptly break off, and for the preſent | 


take my leave of your deiſtical diabolical doctrine; 
and let me entreat you, if ever you ſhould reſume 
this ſubject again, to confine your attention chiefly 
to the New Teſtament ; not altogether, but chiefly, 
becauſe there the doctrine is chiefly inſiſted upon 


and illuſtrated; and do not trifle, I pray you, about 


meekneſs, candour, and I know not what; but 
come at once to plain poſitive facts either you or 
| I are deceived---one of us muſt be a Har---we can- 
not both be right, for we are as oppoſite as light is 
- from darkneſs. I have endeavoured to lay the 
horrid crime of propagating error at your door; it is 
high time for you to clear yourſelf, and openly de- 
care whoſe fide you are on, and whoſe intereſt 

you eſpouſe. To the petition you have ſtole from 


the Litany, as a motto for your title page, © That 


it may pleaſe thee to have mercy upon all men,” 
would juſt ſubjoin, “That it may pleaſe thee 
to illuminate all biſhops, prieſts, and deacons, with 
© true knowledge of thy word, and that both by 
© their preaching (writings) and living, they may 
ſet it forth, and ſhew it accordingly---and bring 
fc into the way of truth, * ſuch as have erred, and 
8 cc are 
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4. Cg on all _ 1 hooded of 
| OLD and NEW TESTAMENT; on the PROPHECIES fuifilled in #i 
LORD ] ESUS CHRIST, in the Nation of the JEWS and the FOUR UN 
SUS MONARCHIES; the Fulfilment of Prophecy in the two differe 
and oppoſite Tempers of good and bad Men; the glorious moral Character 
CHRIST at large; Riſes for underſtanding the Scriptures in 'general, . 
323 the Law, and the Goſpel; Rules for underſtanding the whole Book 

REVELATIONS ; and a Diſplay. of the natural and moral erfections of 60 
nt large. By JOHN RYLAND, A. M. Price 58. in Boards, 


II. ELISHA COLE on GOD's SOVEREIGNTY, With 
* r PAT Hy by the Rev. OLED Namen 
* 8 Price 28. 6d. | : 


III. CHRISTUS IN CORDE, or CHRIST IN 1 H 
HEART. By EDWARD POLHILL, Eſq, Recommended the Re 
Mr. BERRIDGE, Vicar of Elverton. With a RECOMMEN DATOR 
e. by the Rev. JOHN 2 ſen. 


2 5 
< - _— 3 . For 5 2 „ 8 2 * " —_—— 
„ & © : %. 5 Fe R 5 > - 4 8 — * 
Fo * 2 n e * 82 . EFF 8 1 „ „. 2 He > — = 3 „„ 
rr a * ; > F 2» . F 5 he F 
* 75 " - g T7 n = Es 
,9 f wa * 4. a 4 : SR NE K 9 
2 1 Ke. iy 0 . 4 F . 8 
N „„ "I 3 * ” 2 2 * 10 a N r 5 = 
% dons 3 72 \ f > 1 3 9 1 * N TL. F b 
6 Re TT 1 4 5 a e 0 * - = " \ 
; { I 7 * * » | er” E 
* 8 * oy \ l N 5 


_ 2 2 
ST — 1 — — - - * " — 
— — — — — — — — — — > . 
_ 7 * 5 N > ”_ 
1 1 is * 5 8 : - * 4 1 : > 2 Bc 7 
5 4 x b 1 — ; ' - — 4 * N P 7 198 4 | 
5 os 8 8 . 48 T 5 « Wn ia * » Si * 3 n 5 r 11 £55 < — 0 : 
* TE 9 1 = ©. 4 x * 2 R * t 17 ICS Are 7 ig” w l be * ee „ "wy * . 4 4 +. 2 * xs. * q 5 4 6 "hg 
4 < 1 Ho 3 1 . -H _ 9 . 1 4 . N Pp : J * 992 * — va "3 —Y_ 
; I A « N 1 4 4 * 5 1 - te 1 : & 1 p 5 , 0 : 2 4 " 4% ET * 7 3 5 
2 1 — aw a 2 "iq 12 0 x 4 0 4. > CY : Le rr KY 3:4 WR Ah, 3 1 k Pa. l 
4 $372 8 FF; „ uy, n „e 7 Ft 5 3 — by 8 n - * ITT” n " GS. ag _ - ” OCLC A Ee 7 A 5 Os 
$4 * a4 . - e 4 2 1 of *, 3 MEE: * . * 5 n " "ISAT AC.” TOY Taka 4 tu 5 = 26; oy þ —_— 9 2 . r yt, 3 R - gy ug % L F"X+ of FE. 
E * : * N ann n . W 1 & n ** * A 8 * n — . * a 4 wes is 
5 2 5 F * * ESC . pi « — i 1 232 —_ : 1 "4 ” N 1 * * — 8 : | q - 
LES A 5. 5& 4 9 aL, 1 * e ” * 4, ee , . #4 * . * 
22 \ 7 Y *3 ” * % 1 n ge 5 . +4 yo bs w_ * oh W {"tf 
9 2 \ 7 —- 5 $ - YL bi * © % 7 - - ” by 8 * 
8 ” 4 * * » 1 { G By 1 
+ * av * . 2 a 4 ” : 7 N 6 3 
8 9 . , - 1 . 0 > 2 F 
. a * % 27: "7 3 8 N 


RE Lat - 2 W : x 
* 2 - : + a 5 7 
. EC 3 
: 583 
= — N 


8. EI %... 4 
© BS : 
* SPIT <9 
Fay 
Me 
53 


* 
at 
8 


L — 9 7 * N « .; e 
4 „ - * - o 
0 2 * 2 — = l ä 
* " « WR - . * 2 — 4 _ = * 
LE 8 Fe 47 * 3 1 r 2 A ne; 8 x . _ 
= f * . e „„ TORIES + 4 $$, : : = Lan x R SN SY l E N 
2 3 a wat . * So a. 4 Ret; e = LG F g gs p o 
8 e 7 2 1 4 4 : £7 Yr he, =P a: RES Is; > 7 „ 4 e 9 = + = 
tHe + 14 et nA N In r 7 2 - = £ —— 
ren © 1 $208: 2:09.99 „ IEEE e 1 
„ 8 7 f 


n . 


r 


* 3 * r 
2 a 
r 
1 


ARORA nyc: 


R "af 


8 
PETER: 3 I & 


— © o 2 
n 5 
ck, 1 F 1 8 * 
2 * 0 rd . 7 EW 8 
r 15 ID 2” 3622, Er N 
- * 32 
a 


ER 
— 1 7 
— 


N 
e 
% * * 


i 

222 5x44 
* 

7B 


i — — 
- * . 
5 by 5 * : N ＋ „ „ 
* 8 2 PEO * N OI 
N — e 
H 4 I : 
= XY. _ I 
CI > 0 * 


1 the Preſs , and ue will be publiſhed, 


I. The DEATH of DEATH in the DEATH of CHRIS! 
By R. MAYHEW. Recommended by the Rev. C. DE CQETLOGO 
A. M. Price 8 This Book has been very ſcarce for above. HAY 
Century. | | 


II. A COLLECTION of the PROMISES of SORIF 
TURE, ander their proper Heads, Ry GALT, CLARKE, b. Dran of J 
Alban 8. Price 25« 6d. 
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DEMONSTRATIONS of the ETERNAL and IMMU 
TABLE JUSTICE of GOD. Tranſlated from the LaT1n Difertations,gf 
-Dr. JOHN OWEN, at that- Time Vice-Chancellor of Oxyox p, 1652. Newer 
vet printed in Engliſh, To which will be annexed, A COLLECTION of 
"SCRIPTURE T HREATENINGS,- as JT from ESSENTIAL JUSTIN 
Price 38. 
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